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Sarah Groneck
What started as a plea to a visiting scriptwriter turned into a great internship for one Dordt junior.
This summer, Alvin Shim spent more than a 
month interning for Linda Seger, a scriptwriter 
and consultant who has appeared on more 
than sixty radio and television shows including 
National Public Radio and CNN.  
Shim first met Seger when she visited 
Dordt’s campus and spoke to Dr. James Schaap’s 
English 307 scriptwriting class last April.  
 “I introduced myself after class and asked 
for her help with editing a film script some 
friends and I had been working on,” said Shim.
Seger requested that the scriptwriting class 
e-mail her their top five films, which Shim did 
soon afterwards.
“I thanked her for her help, and we kept 
e-mailing back and forth,” he said.  “I realized 
that all my friends had internships within their 
major, and I wanted to have that too.”
He asked Seger if he could “please, please 
hang out with her for the summer and use the 
abilities I had,” he said.
Seger had never before considered taking 
on a non-paid intern but quickly decided 
having Shim around was a good idea.
“I’d been very impressed with the students 
at Dordt,” said Seger. “I found them very smart 
and very assertive, which I liked immediately. 
I thought that if Alvin was anything like the 
Dordt students I’d gotten to know, what did I 
have to lose?” 
At the end of the spring semester, Shim 
drove his Explorer from his home in Sioux 
Center to Seger’s hometown of Colorado 
Springs, Colorado. During June and part of 
July, Shim worked one-on-one with Seger, 
editing the fourth edition of her book Making 
a Good Script Great and doing computer-
oriented research and analysis.
 “When he got here, I realized he had a 
broad knowledge of films,” said Seger. “So, 
we would often go out to lunch and think of 
all the films in the last ten years that would, 
say, have a specific character so that we could 
later double-check my film examples in the 
manuscript.”
Watching two to three movies a night for 
his internship was commonplace for Shim.  He 
also served as her social networking guru.
“I made a Facebook group for her, which I 
still update regularly,” he said.
In addition to editing for Seger, Shim took 
part in celebrity interviews via phone.
“We had a phone interview with Paul 
Haggis, who wrote the scripts for Crash and 
Million Dollar Baby,” said Shim. “I got to help 
conduct that interview, which was pretty cool.”
Shim helped Seger reach her deadline.
“He was a tremendous help in getting the 
manuscript done,” she said.  “He was very self-
sufficient. I don’t think I would have been able 
to complete it without his help.”
Shim enjoyed talking to Seger about the 
filmmaking business and learning from her 
experiences.
 “She would tell me stories about Ron 
Howard and other producer friends, and every 
time I thought she was joking,” he said 
“I think that someone who comes up with 
an idea for a job and creates something that 
hasn’t existed before is great,” said Seger. “I also 
am glad that I could spend time with someone 
who shares my faith.”
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Shim makes an internship happen
Watching movies was part of the job for Alvin Shim this summer as he helped author Linda Seger update a scriptwriting book. Seger is open to taking on another intern next year.
When Linda Seger said simply "Get to Colorado Springs," I realized 
I didn't know anybody in Colorado 
Springs. Dr. James Schaap advised 
me to look up the CRC churches in the 
area and talk to Alumni Director Wes 
Fopma. The congregations in the area 
responded generously, as did Linda. I 
felt overwhelmed by the offers to open 
homes, bedrooms, and basements. 
I thanked each household for their 
gracious example and accepted an 
offer from Jerry and Carol Rienstra. I 
drove into Colorado Springs a little past 
midnight upon arriving and stayed up 
talking with Carol, a freelance writer and 
editor for FAITH ALIVE magazine, for 
several hours before collapsing in "my 
bed." They were marvelous hosts, are 
great friends, and remain encouraging 
host-parents. And they tell great stories 
about Dordt professors as students." 
Hospitality abounds 
La Fiesta spices 
up the weekend
Dordt students added spice to their lives on September 
25 at the second annual La 
Fiesta.  Resident life staff draped 
bright lights and streamers 
across the Covenant Circle, 
enticing students to the event 
with salsa music and promises of 
taco salads and Choco-tacos.  
La Fiesta highlights included 
a cupcake-walk, a hot sauce-
chugging contest, goldfish 
racing, salsa dancing lessons, 
and more.  
Last year’s La Fiesta took 
place at the end of the year, 
when students were busily 
studying for finals. So this year, 
Dordt resident life staff decided 
to hold the event earlier. The 
results spoke for themselves.
“Not many people came 
last year because they were 
studying,” said junior Erin 
Mulder. “We had a lot [of food] 
left over, but this year it didn’t 
last to the end of the night. 




The Hulst Library’s “Love your Library” event 
encouraged students to munch 
on cookies and pick up tips 
for core classes in a festive 
atmosphere. On September 
23, the library lounge was 
transformed into study stations 
for the sciences, communication, 
theology, history, APA and MLA 
formatting, and tours of top-
secret spots in the library.
“We wanted to provide 
informal help that wasn’t 
intimidating for underclassmen,” 
said junior Jessica Suk, who 
along with fellow student staffer 
Michelle Smith, set up the event. 
Smith and Suk worked with 
the Academic Skills Center and 
Student Services staff.
 “A lot of times the study 
habits we pick up in high school 
don’t line up with rigorous 
college classes,” said Smith. “We 
hoped to change that.”
The laid-back event was a 
first for the library. Smith and 
Suk would like to see it happen 
at the beginning of every 
semester.
Vo i c e  2
Dr. Carl E. Zylstra
Sometimes we’re scared to go into debt. That’s not a bad fear. But, debt makes 
sense if it lets us take advantage 
of an opportunity that will 
never return and if its benefits 
are worth the sacrifices we’ll 
need to make to repay it.
Some people have 
become increasingly 
nervous about going into 
debt in order to attend a 
Christian college. They 
worry that it will take 
too long to pay off those 
debts during uncertain 
economic times.  
Certainly no Christian should ever take 
on a debt without exercising an appropriate 
level of caution. However, foregoing a once-
in-a-lifetime opportunity for Christian 
higher education also incurs a debt—only 
this is a debt will be carried for a lifetime.
I would contend that, in most cases, 
taking on a prudent amount of debt to 
attend an institution like Dordt College 
could be a great investment. Government 
statistics show that the average Dordt 
College student borrows less for college 
than the typical student at the state 
universities in Iowa. More to the point, the 
most recent default rates issued by 
the government showed that our 
graduates have a default rate 
that is less than one tenth of 
that among borrowers at our 
regional community colleges.  
So, while not minimizing the 
cost, it still seems pretty clear 
that for a high percentage of our 
graduates, their investment has 
been far more manageable 
than for those who attended 
the government-run 
alternatives.
But more important, 
those who bypass Christian 
higher education for non-
Christian alternatives 
incur a different sort of debt. Never again 
will they have the opportunity to have a 
community of faith imbue their educational 
environment. Never again will they have 
the chance to work together with professors 
and peers to form their mind by the mind 
of Christ in whatever area of study they 
embark. And never again will they be able 
to take advantage of the once in a lifetime 
experience of living 24/7 in a Christ-
centered educational community, where 
the Word of God can inform their heart 
and mind, and give them a framework on 
which they can build their family, career, 
and personal goals for the rest of their lives. 
To my way of thinking, that’s quite a debt 
burden to take on, and one that simply 
never can be repaid.
It is a lot harder to quantify this type of 
debt. It’s what economists call “opportunity 
cost.”  It is easier to keep track of what 
you spend rather than what you missed 
out on because you didn’t invest. For this 
type of debt, no bank or lending agency 
will send a regular reminder of what you 
owe. Nevertheless, the cost of bypassing 
Christian higher education is no less real 
just because it doesn’t show up on your 
monthly statement.
Yes, Christian education is expensive. 
That’s why churches, parents, grandparents, 
aunts and uncles, and friends of the family 
need to pitch in, especially during times of 
economic contraction and stress. Perhaps 
we need to compare it to being tempted 
during a cash crunch to skip scheduled 
maintenance on our cars or other household 
equipment. The question is not whether 
we’re going to pay, it’s whether we pay it 
now (in keeping up the maintenance) or pay 
it later.
Economic crises come and go, and they 
are real. But the opportunity for a Christian 
college learning experience comes once 
a lifetime. It may be that the only choice 
we really have is either to pay the cost and 
invest in it now or miss the opportunity for 
a lifetime.
Building Assets for Life
Dr. Carl E. Zylstra
F R O M  T H E  P R E S I D E N TCampus
Capsules
Sally Jongsma
Zach Mulder describes his summer internship in the office of United States Senator John Thune of South 
Dakota as one of the best experiences in his 
life.
“I’ve always been interested in politics,” 
he says. A political studies major, he has 
aspirations of running for office someday. 
One of the things he enjoyed most was 
answering phone calls and talking to 
constituents. Most of the calls this summer 
were about legislation relating to hate 
crimes, cap and trade, and health care, he 
says, and most of them expressed support 
for the Republican position on these issues. 
Others contacted the office for assistance 
with a problem they hoped the senator’s 
office could help resolve.
“I was surprised by how many people 
contact the office,” Mulder says. It made him 
even more convinced of the importance of 
political involvement. But the experience 
also made him reflect more deeply on 
today’s political process. 
“What amazes me the most is that there 
are so many people running our country 
who don’t get along. I know they have 
different worldviews, but for politics to 
work people need to listen to each other and 
find common ground.”
Mulder identifies himself as a 
Republican—a staunch Republican, he 
adds firmly. He respects Senator Thune and 
his fellow Republican constituents, and he 
appreciates people who feel passionately 
about what they believe in. But he also 
believes people need to listen to each other 
more—and better educate themselves. 
He points to his experience this summer, 
noting that he began his internship with 
stereotypical and not always charitable 
views toward Native Americans. After 
spending a good deal of time doing research 
on the nine Native American tribes in South 
Dakota for Senator Thune, his views have 
changed.
“Things aren’t always what you think,” 
he says. He’s learned that it’s important to 
study history, learn how policies developed, 
and discover what the real situation is 
today. He also feels that it’s important to 
build relationships with people you disagree 
with. He rues the fact that too often within 
communities, those in the majority shun 
those who don’t agree with them.
Call it wishful thinking, youthful 
idealism, or whatever you wish, Mulder 
thinks young people like himself need to 
get involved and find ways to be open to 
and listen to one another so that things that 
need to be changed can be. He admits that 
the things he believes need to change, which 
mirror Republican causes and ideals, may 
be very different from what some others 
think, but he wants the conversation and 
the process of compromise to happen.
“I don’t think we can legislate morality 
anymore in today’s world,” he says. What 
people can do, he says, is find ways to 
promote good policies and practices.
Mulder expects to look for a position 
with a congressman or senator after he 
graduates in May—and then he’ll see where 
the Lord leads him.
Zach Mulder and Senator John Thune
From the Congressional Record:
Mr. President, today I recognize Zach Mulder, an intern in my 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota, office, for 
all of the hard work he has done for 
me, my staff, and the State of South 
Dakota over the past several months.
 Zach is a graduate of Western 
Christian High School in Hull, Iowa. 
Currently he is attending Dordt 
College, where he is majoring in 
political studies. He is a hard worker 
who has been dedicated to getting the 
most out of his internship experience.
 I would like to extend my sincere 
thanks and appreciation to Zach for 
all of the fine work he has done and 
wish him continued success in the 
years to come.
High Praise
Zach Mulder finds his place in politics
Sally Jongsma
If you google “Christian agriculture college” Dordt College pops up as the fi rst listing. Th at’s how the relationship 
between Dordt College and Northrise 
University in Zambia began. Northrise, 
a young Christ-centered university in 
Ndola, Zambia, began with a theology and 
business program in 2004, planning to add 
an agriculture program as soon as it could. 
Its  founders looked around to learn how 
agriculture programs were set up at other 
Christian institutions. Dordt’s website 
highlights its commitment to a Christian 
approach to agriculture.
Th e initial contact more than two years 
ago between Northrise President Moff at 
Zimba and Dordt Agriculture Professor Ron 
Vos has turned into a formal relationship 
between the two institutions. Zimba has 
visited Dordt three times, and this summer 
Vos again traveled to Zambia, off ering the 
fi rst course for the new agriculture program. 
Th eology professor Tom Wolthuis also spent 
six weeks in Ndola teaching a theology 
course, and Dordt College President Carl 
Zylstra and Board Chair Randy Kroll visited 
Northrise in September to sign an agreement 
of cooperation between the two institutions. 
Kroll also helped facilitate contact between 
Northrise and both non-government and 
government agencies in Lusaka, the capital 
city of Zambia.
“Th e agreement is an affi  rmation of each 
other and the commonality we share as 
Christian institutions of higher education,” 
says Zylstra. It highlights three specifi c areas 
of cooperation:
•	 An exchange of faculty
•	 Consulting assistance on curriculum 
development for agriculture
•	 Cross cultural exchanges 
for students at both 
schools
Since English is the language of learning 
in Zambia, students will not need to learn a 
new language to participate in the exchange 
program, Zylstra notes. And because of the 
shortage of higher education institutions 
in the country, Northrise, the fi rst private 
university in Zambia, draws good students.
In his introductory agriculture course, 
Vos introduced what he calls a theocentric, 
sustainable basis for agriculture. Part of his 
goal was to lay a foundation and part was to 
create excitement for the new program.
“What a joy,” says Vos about the 
opportunity. “It was so exciting to teach 
students from a wide variety of backgrounds 
in Zambia, students hungry to learn.” Vos 
gave them not only a context from which to 
think about working in agriculture but also 
concrete suggestions for ways to get better 
results from their planting and ways they 
could begin to determine what planting 
practices would work best to rebuild their 
soil.
Th e enthusiasm of the Northrise 
students was deeply rewarding to Vos, 
reinforcing his conviction that a consciously 
biblical perspective on agriculture is both 
exciting and a pressing need for people 
around the world.
Tom Wolthuis was also energized by his 
six weeks in Zambia. He taught a course 
in New Testament theology, exploring the 
themes of each book with his nine students, 
the majority of whom were older students 
already involved in ministry.
“Africans understand that education 
is a privilege, and they want to be there,” 
Wolthuis says, noting that they oft en 
extended their class time in discussion. 
“Th ey have a gracious and giving culture 
that oft en shows itself in a strong sense of 
community,” he says, adding that he wishes 
some of his students in North America 
could experience that excitement and joy in 
learning.
Aft er teaching for three hours each day, 
Wolthuis, who had done most of his course 
preparation ahead of time, explored the city 
of Ndola and the country around it.
“I was amazed at how God works in 
mysterious and wonderful ways,” he says. 
Even in poor areas, the sense of community 
was tangible, making his wanderings safe 
and pleasant. He says he experienced 
God’s leading and guiding in a new way. 
He saw joy and beauty in tough situations 
in a way he wasn’t used to; and he relished 
worshiping with Christians from another 
culture. You can read about his experiences 
and refl ections on the blog he kept during 
his stay: http://twolthuis.wordpress.com
Zylstra and Kroll were warmly 
welcomed at Northrise and they left  
warmed by the interaction.
“We were privileged to get to know the 
leadership team of the University, and to 
listen to them tell about their hopes and 
dreams for this relatively new educational 
venture,” says Kroll.  He describes Dr. 
Zimba as a young, African duplicate of Rev. 
B.J. Haan, Dordt’s fi rst president—someone 
with a big, comprehensive vision, and a 
magnetic personality that allows him to 
transmit that vision to all he comes into 
contact with. 
“What we found in Northrise University 
was a kindred spirit—an educational 
institution that shares the mission of 
educating students for transformation that 
leads to vocational and personal service that 
impacts culture,” Kroll adds.
Northrise University’s vision can 
have an impact on the Zambian culture 
and economy through education and 
partnerships, believes Kroll, adding, “It is 
our privilege to walk alongside Northrise, 
supporting and encouraging its leadership 
as it develops….  We can thank God 
for placing us in a position to play this 
important role.  To God be the glory.”
Vos will lead a two- to three-week service and learning course 
for Dordt students at Northrise in 
May. Zambia is an English-speaking 
country that is politically stable, 
making it a great place for Dordt 
students to visit, learn about other 
cultures, and experience 
service learning fi rsthand.
may course offered
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Dordt cements a growing partnership 
with Northrise University in Zambia
Ndola, Zambia
Africa is a paradox. It has abundant natural resources, yet it is plagued by suff ering, poverty, and hunger. In Sub-saharan Africa more than 
forty-four percent of people live on less than one dollar 
(U.S.) a day. In some places more than thirty-fi ve percent of 
the people, especially children, are undernourished.
Northrise’s goal is to train Christians to give leadership 
that can help solve some of its country’s problems. 
“Under colonialist rule in Africa, workers were trained 
only for specifi c tasks,” says Dr. Ronald Vos, adding 
that educating leaders could have jeopardized colonial 
control. In addition, many of the Christians who went 
into Africa were not as concerned about teaching people 
how to support themselves and give leadership in their 
communities as they were to evangelize.
“One of the things that excites me about Northrise is 
its goal to educate the whole person to live before the face 
of God,” says Vos. Such an approach fi ts African culture, 
which, even in animism, sees life as a whole, not separating 
faith and life.
When North American missionaries went to convert 
Africans to Christianity, they also brought with them New 
World practices. In agriculture, that meant introducing 
maize, ground nuts, and cassava, which replaced native 
crops like sorghum, millet, and rice. Agriculturalists 
now know that these crops may not be sustainable in 
Africa's soil. As a result, the land has been degraded and, 
in a country where eighty percent of people are farmers, 
millions go hungry.
On a visit to the National Children’s Hospital in Ndola 
this summer, Vos was told by the director, “If we could 
fi gure out agriculture in our country, we would halve 
the number of patients in this hospital.” Th e leaders of 
Northrise want to be a part of the agriculture solution in 
their country, training people to grow enough food, crops 
that are suited to the land and provide nutrients that are 
needed to keep people healthy.
Lured by television and pushed by low food production 
that is oft en the direct result of depleted soils and erosion, 
millions of people move to urban areas where there is no 
work and even less food. 
“People have developed a low view of agriculture,” says 
Vos. Northrise can help Zambians see that agriculture is a 
noble calling—that they don’t have to move to the city to 
starve in shanty towns. “We’ve seen that aid doesn’t work 
long term. What is needed is a trickle-up economy,” says 
Vos. He and Northrise want to teach farmers how they can 
feed themselves and have a little left  over to sell, to begin to 
get them out from under the weight of poverty.
Board President Randy Kroll supported this eff ort, 
taking time during his trip to Zambia to visit with people 
and organizations that could help Northrise realize 
its goals, especially through its agriculture program. 
Kroll talked with USAID personnel, U.S. and Zambian 
government representatives, and Christian Reformed 
World Relief Agency personnel, telling them about 
Northrise and its partnership with Dordt and learning 
more about U.S. priorities in the country.
“As a partner, Dordt College must be respectful of the 
life cycle of this relatively new institution.  Our western 
mentality would have us capitalize on these opportunities 
in big ways.  For the good of the institution, Northrise 
must take hold of opportunities based on its capacity to do 
so, all the while maintaining its focus on its mission.  As a 
partner, Dordt College must come alongside of Northrise 
where it can and where it should to support it in ways that 
do not take away from that focus,” says Kroll.
Vos will help Zambians  nd better ways to feed themselves
Zambian agriculture students are eagerly learning that their faith has 
practical implications for their livelihood as they study how to use the 




The writings of a Dordt poetry class have gone from 
personal to published, thanks to 
a statewide poetry competition.
Lyrical Iowa, sponsored by 
the Iowa Poetry Association, is 
an annual anthology that accepts 
poetry from Iowa writers of 
all age groups.  Dordt students 
submitted work to the college 
division of the anthology; 
however, there were also adult 
categories that included haikus, 
sonnets, and world events.
Howard Schaap, an English 
instructor, learned about Lyrical 
Iowa from former professor 
Dave Schelhaas.  Schaap was 
teaching English 303 “Reading 
and Writing Poetry” last spring 
when he learned about it.
“I’m a big believer in 
sending out poetry, in putting 
your work out there in front 
of an audience,” said Schaap.  
“So I decided to make it an 
assignment for my thirteen 
poetry students to send their 
work to this competition.”
Dordt students found success 
in their submitted work.  Out of 
fifty-three entries, Jane Wegener 
won third place in the college 
division, and Jurgen Boerema, 
Laura Heckmann, and Merlyndi 
Prosper were first, second, and 
third runners up.  Others who 
were also published included 
Jessica Klopstra, Dustin Biel, 
Luke Schut, and Larissa Arkema.
Former Dordt professors also 
gained recognition with their 
poetry submissions.
“Mike Vanden Bosch won the 
adult general category, and both 
Dave and Jeri Schelhaas were 
published as well,” said Schaap.
Schaap hopes that students 
will consider submitting more 
work in the future.
“So often we think we have to 
be professional writers before we 
can publish,” said Schaap.  “The 
success we have had with Lyrical 
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An EMT Transition Guide written by three Dordt College writing students has been sent to EMT inspectors 
throughout the state as a model for local 
squads to imitate.
 Theo Mobach, a senior biology, pre-med 
major from Edmonton, Alberta, has been 
on the local EMT squad for much of his 
college career. Last spring, he took Dr. Leah 
Zuidema’s Business and Technical Writing 
class to prepare himself for any writing he 
will have to do as a medical professional.
 “Dordt has really enhanced my writing 
skills and this course in particular has given 
me the confidence that I can do the writing 
I’ll need to do,” he says. The response to the 
EMT Guide he helped prepare backs up his 
statement.
 The guide was the result of a nearly 
semester-long assignment in which 
students had to produce a document—a 
handbook, a grant application, or something 
similar—that would benefit a local person or 
organization. Each member of the class had 
to find a client who needed their services 
and write a proposal outlining the client’s 
need.  And, since the final project had to be 
done collaboratively by a team, each student 
gave a powerpoint presentation to the class 
to persuade others to join their effort.
 Mobach’s proposal drew two classmates, 
Heidi Bouma and Robin Seifert, to the 
project to produce the documentation and 
write a report on the process for Zuidema. 
The thirty-one page document takes new 
EMT trainees and those new to the squad 
through a seven-step introduction to EMT 
policies and protocols.
 “It doesn’t help to have an EMT who 
knows how to do a specific procedure but 
doesn’t know how to find the equipment 
needed in the rig,” says Mobach, who felt the 
need for a good introduction to all aspects of 
the work when he began. “It’s important to 
know instantly where equipment and help is 
in an emergency.”
 Bouma, Mobach, and Seifert took 
existing information, reorganized and added 
to it, and put it into a clear and appealing 
form. They also included a brief self-test 
at the end of each section so that EMTs 
can make sure they picked up what they 
need to know. They presented it to the 
Sioux Center squad, which adopted it with 
minor revisions. When the squad’s regular 
inspection occurred in September, Anita 
Bailey, an inspector and coordinator for this 
area, asked for a copy.
 “It was certainly innovative and very well 
done,” says Bailey. She sent it to five of her 
peers as a sample that could give individual 
squads a place to start in compiling 
something similar for their group. “I got 
great comments on it,” she says.
 “I was excited about the project 
from the beginning,” says Zuidema. “It 
was meaningful for Theo and allowed 
the students to give something to the 
community.” She praised the team members 
for their ability to work so well together, 
using individual gifts to create a very 
successful result. 
 For Theo, the project is one more 
affirmation of his love for and call to practice 
medicine. “I’ve learned so much from the 
person-to-person interaction I’ve gained as 
an EMT,” he says. And he’s gained invaluable 
emergency medical skills. He’s glad to be 
able to share what he’s learned with others.
Writing students have an 
impact on state EMT squads
Pre-med senior Theo Mobach took the opportunity to connect a writing course with  his involvement in the local 
EMT squad and with concrete preparation for his career.
Jane Ver Steeg
Dordt College officials broke ground on a new apartment-style residence hall expected to be open to students 
in the fall semester of 2010. The new building 
is located across from the campus recreation 
center and directly east of the new B.J. Haan 
parking area.
The new residence hall will house 192 
upperclassmen in thirty-two six-resident units. 
Each apartment will have three bedrooms, 
a kitchen, shared living area, and bathroom 
facilities.
The $12 million building features 4,000 
square feet of community space, complete with 
a coffee and snack bar, a stage area, and a place 
for gatherings such as Comedy Club, open 
microphone nights, and other performances.
“The location puts the building into the 
flow on the east side of campus and alongside 
the greenway,” said Arlan Nederhoff, vice-
president for business affairs. He added that 
the new community space will be utilized by 
the entire campus, not just residents of the 
building. It is sized to provide a more intimate 
setting than that of the Campus Center De 
Yager Activity Area, but accommodate groups 
that don’t fit in the Humble Bean (the Campus 
Center coffeeshop).
The building should meet the growing 
demand for upperclass apartment-style 
housing, according to Bethany Schuttinga, 
associate provost for co-curricular programs. 
“We worked with an architectural firm that 
specializes in campus housing to develop a 
strategic design that meets both the living 
and the programmatic needs of our students,” 
said Schuttinga. Schuttinga has been meeting 
with students over the past year to keep 
them informed and gather their input on the 
project. They are excited about what the new 
apartments will offer. 
College breaks ground on apartments
Student leaders Troy Ellens and David Christensen joined Vice President for Advancement John Baas in a short 




Visitors to the Campus Center Grille regularly 
hear the homey clanking of 
dishes in the back room. When 
the Grille originally opened, 
students urged the campus 
food service to use china rather 
than disposable dishes. They 
agreed and continue to do so, 
but pressure has been increasing 
to also offer what Carrie Foods 
owner Jim Calkhoven calls 
“Grab and Go” options. The food 
service’s assistant manager, Mike 
Ochsner (’01), began looking for 
an alternative to the Styrofoam 
tableware and petroleum-based 
plastic cutlery they have used for 
serving at large events.  
 “It’s a stewardship issue. I 
want my children to grow up 
in a world that is as clean as 
possible,” he says. Ochsner found 
Stalk Market products, made by 
a company in Portland, Oregon.
Stalk Market products are 
made from bagasse, the part 
of the plant that is left after the 
juice has been extracted from 
sugar cane. Instead of being 
burned, these stalks are sent to a 
processing plant that turns them 
into paperboard by a process 
similar to that of converting 
wood pulp to cardboard. Its food 
grade materials make it safe, 
demand no bleaching, and have 
less impact on the environment. 
In addition, the products will 
biodegrade within four to six 
months in home or commercial 
composters. The company 
also produces compostable 
cutlery from the waste of its 
compostable hot cup lids. 
“Public consciousness is 
driving the manufacturing of 
these new options,” he says, 
adding, “It’s what we should be 
doing.” As a result of research 
on biodegradable products this 
summer, the food service is also 
purchasing napkins made from 
recycled materials.  
   “I’m happy that Carrie 
Foods is working to lower their 
environmental impact; we 
should all work with them to 
lower the whole campus’s 
impact,” says Senior Joelle 
Van Gaalen, the chair of the 
campus Creation Care Club. 
She and other members still 
encourage their fellow students 
to bring reusable cups and 
plates as much as possible, 
because even biodegradable 
products take resources and 
energy to manufacture. As an 
environmental studies major, 
she’d love to see a compost site 
in which the tableware and food 
scraps from the commons and 
from student apartments could 
biodegrade and enrich the soil.
Campus
Capsules
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Engineering teachers, like those in other fields, know that good teaching demands keeping up-to-date with 
developments in their field and with how 
their students learn best. The engineering 
faculty recently addressed those issues in its 
regular reevaluation of its program, putting 
into place some changes this fall. 
According to Dr. Ethan Brue, the 
department asked several questions, among 
them: How well are we doing what we say 
we’re doing? In other words: Are we achieving 
the intended objectives and outcomes of 
our program?  How do students learn best?  
What is industry expecting of engineering 
graduates? What are graduate schools 
expecting of our students?
The revisions fall into four areas:
•	 Strengthening the civil-environmental 
emphasis
•	 Increasing cross-disciplinary 
coursework
•	 Improving pedagogy
•	 Stressing engineering fundamentals
The civil-environmental emphasis is 
the fastest growing of the four emphases in 
Dordt’s engineering major. With the addition 
of Civil Engineer Justin Vander Werff last 
year, the department has added advanced 
structural courses to give students a stronger 
background for entering graduate school or 
industry. 
“The world is changing and traditional 
categories of engineering are often too 
narrowly defined for the multifaceted 
problems confronting engineers in today’s 
world,” said Brue. As a result, engineering 
faculty members are focusing even more on 
providing opportunities for cross-disciplinary 
coursework.
“One of the strengths of Dordt’s 
engineering program is that it offers students 
a comprehensive and broad-based education,” 
said Brue. The number of “shared courses” 
between our electrical, mechanical, civil-
environmental, and bio-tech emphases has 
increased slightly, eliminating unnecessary 
repetition in the overall program and giving 
students in all emphases a broader base of 
knowledge for working on solutions to the 
problems they will have to solve.
World-wide, engineering education is 
changing from its traditional theoretical and 
abstract approaches, to teaching methods that 
incorporate project-based and application-
oriented team learning experiences. All 
students learn differently. By using a variety 
of teaching and learning strategies, students 
will better grasp the concepts being taught. In 
the introduction to engineering course, first 
year students will spend more time in hands-
on research and design projects relating to 
electrical, civil, and mechanical engineering.   
In upper level courses such as control 
systems, students will connect abstract 
theoretical and mathematical modeling to 
tangible mechanical and electrical systems by 
doing physical system modeling and process 
automation.
Dordt’s program will continue to 
emphasize the importance of engineering 
fundamentals so that students are prepared 
for the Fundamentals of Engineering (FE) 
exam (the first step toward professional 
licensure).  Last spring’s class of engineering 
grads earned a perfect pass rate on the FE 
exam, as did eight of the last nine graduating 
classes. Dordt engineering graduates have 
earned a ninety-eight percent average pass 
rate over the past nine years, putting them 
far above the national average pass rate 
(seventy-seven percent) for seniors from all 
engineering institutions taking the test for the 
first time. 
Even more important than teaching 
students to do well on the FE exam, however, 
is preparing engineering graduates to be life-
long learners, said Brue.  A strong foundation 
in the fundamentals of engineering and 
problem solving opens the door for service in 
many different areas of engineering.
Engineering design is always changing 
because engineers are continually seeking 
better ways to serve people and care for 
the world, according to faculty members.  
Excellent engineering education is no 
different; strong programs must explore how 
they can do things better.  That’s what makes 
the task of engineering and engineering 
education both challenging and exciting.
Engineering keeps up with times
Sarah Groneck
Dordt College’s concert choir is one of fifteen choirs that have been invited to perform at the American Choral 
Directors’ Association’s regional conference.
The 2010 North Central Division 
Conference (AC-NCDC) will be held at 
Orchestra Hall in Minneapolis, Minnesota, 
from March 3-6. 
 “This is analogous to having one of 
[Dordt’s] sports teams be in the division finals 
of a championship,” said music professor and 
choral director Benjamin Kornelis. “We aren’t 
quite at the national level yet, but we are still 
rather good.”
To apply for the conference, Kornelis 
had to compile and send in recordings from 
concert choir’s best performances of the past 
three years. As an invited participant in the 
conference, the concert choir will receive a 
plaque, a performance DVD, and the prestige 
of participating in the event.
The audience will be small in quantity but 
highly-qualified in musical understanding, 
said Kornelis.
“We are performing primarily for choir 
directors, so it’s not a packed place but is quite 
a tough crowd,” he said.
In addition to performing at the event, 
choir members may participate in music 
workshops and presentations as well as attend 
other choral performances.
”It’s a good way to get Dordt’s name out 
there and let others know that things are 
happening here musically,” said Kornelis. “It 
also helps concert choir members work harder 
because they know that this is an important 
thing.”
In addition to their regular concerts and tours, this year's concert choir members will work hard to prepare for their invited appearance at Orchestra Hall in Minneapolis 
during the regional American Choral Directors' Association conference in March.
Concert Choir honored by regional invitation
 On the Web 
The concert choir will perform on 
Thursday, March 4, at 10:45 a.m. in 
Minneapolis. For more information, 
please see NC-ACDA’s Web site at 
acda.org/conferences/2010/nc
Graduates from Dordt's engineering department 
leave with a strong engineering background that is 
versatile enough to meet today's changing challenges.
S P O R T S
Sally Jongsma
Nursing students came back to a major change this fall. The department’s facilities, which 
were scattered throughout the basement of 
Covenant Hall on the east side of campus, 
are now housed in the old President’s 
Home, located on the northwest corner of 
campus. Over the summer, maintenance 
staff transformed the garage into a spacious 
and well-equipped classroom where nursing 
students attend classes and practice their 
skills. The rest of the house was renovated to 
create faculty offices, seminar and meeting 
rooms, and study space. 
 “The increased sense of collegiality 
among the staff also affects the students,” 
says Dr. Pam Hulstein, the chair of the 
department. It makes for better teaching and 
learning, Hulstein says, because it stimulates 
conversations and exchange of ideas. 
Students practice health assessment skills, 
taking blood pressure, catheter care, use of 
IV tubing, and more. In class, they can move 
around the space from one area to another 
and all come back together as a class to follow 
up after their hands-on work.
 A new campus-wide class schedule this 
year gives departments a designated time 
each Friday to meet with their majors, and 
the nursing department is taking advantage 
of that opportunity, gathering nursing 
students for discussions about a range of 
topics relevant for their education.
 The demand for good nurses continues to 
grow, and the job outlook, although not quite 
what it was a couple of years ago, is good, 
depending on the area of the country, notes 
Hulstein. Although the economy has forced 
many hospitals to cut their staffs, the number 
of people who need care continues to grow, 
and once the economy picks up again, it will 
likely be catch-up time, she believes. Dordt 
nursing graduates have been very successful 
at finding jobs, which Hulstein attributes, in 
part, to their strong educational and clinical 
background.
 “St. Luke’s graduates have a phenomenal 
first-time pass rate on state board exams,” 
she says. In addition, because Dordt seniors 
earn their R.N. following their third year 
and many of them have already passed 
their national licensure exam, they already 
have jobs as professional nurses before they 
graduate with B.S.N.s.
 “Students have told us that this takes 
tremendous pressure off them in their last 
year,” says Hulstein. She believes that not 
having to worry about licensure as seniors 
also gives them the freedom to think more 
deeply about such things as what it means to 
be a Christian in nursing and how they can 
respond to suffering in the world.
 The nursing department has several open 
houses planned this year for prospective 
students, for parents, and for members of the 
local community.
A newly-signed agreement with St.    Luke’s College of Nursing 
means that students in Dordt’s 
nursing program are now considered 
full-time Dordt students for all four 
years. Previously they were St. 
Luke’s students during years two and 
three of the program while they were 
doing the bulk of their clinical work. 
The change means that they can 
participate in such activities as choir, 
band, theater, sports, and work-study 
programs, and be eligible for Dordt 
financial aid for all four years.
Nursing agreement 




The midpoint of the first semester marks the busiest time of the year for the Dordt College athletic teams. 
Fall sports are in full swing, winter sports 
are into their pre-season practice schedule, 
and spring sports teams are playing fall 
scrimmages and doing off-season workouts.
 At the midpoint of the season, the 
Defender women’s soccer team matched 
last year’s start with a 12-1 record and a 
month to play.  The last year and a half 
have been a “golden age” of sorts for the 
soccer program with an 18-1-1 mark 
last season and a hot start this year. The 
Defenders were led by conference player 
of the year candidate Kate Du Mez, a 
senior from Brookfield, Wisconsin. The 
midfielder threatened the career-assist 
record and could end as second all-time in 
goals scored. While Du Mez has piled up 
individual numbers, the Defenders’ defense 
has been stout, allowing just seven goals in 
13 games.
 By mid-season, the men’s 
soccer team surpassed last year’s 
win total with an 8-5 record.  
The team’s earmarks have been 
hard work and balanced 
attacking. Eleven players 
have scored for this year’s 
team and Brian Verwolf 
(pictured), a sophomore 
from Jenison, Michigan, has 
been the backbone of the 
team in goal for a defense 
that has allowed 1.64 goals 
per game.
 Year two of the Dordt 
varsity football program has also reached 
the midpoint. The Defenders have a 1-5 
record and have played some of the best 
in the country during the first half of the 
conference season.  Four of Dordt’s losses 
have come to teams that are ranked or 
have been ranked in the top-25 and the 
win came in non-conference play over 
Waldorf. Freshman Josh Van Kempen 
from Hudsonville, Michigan, has led 
the offense with 213 yards rushing, 164 
yards passing and 329 yards of kick 
return yardage. Dordt’s defense has 
been anchored by Sophomore Matt 
Postmus from Kalamazoo, Michigan, 
with 20 solo and 23 assisted tackles, 
and cornerback James Rowenhorst, a 
sophomore from Orange City, Iowa, who 
leads the team with 23 solo tackles, 12 
assisted stops, and four pass break ups.   
 The men’s cross country team pulled off 
a rare perfect score at a meet 
hosted by Buena Vista in 
Storm Lake, Iowa, sweeping 
the first six places in 
the event. Brent Van 
Schepen, a senior 
from Edgerton, Minnesota, 
has been the team leader while 
David Christensen, a senior 
from Waconia, Minnesota, 
and Josiah Luttjeboer, a junior 
from Belleville, Ontario, have 
several top-20 finishes to their 
credit this season.  The Dordt 
women have been led by Michelle 
Steiger (pictured), a sophomore 
from Lynden, Washington, 
and Merissa Harkema, a freshman from 
Hudsonville, Michigan. Steiger has five top-
10 finishes in five races and has won two 
races outright.  Harkema has four top-10 
finishes in her first college season.
 The Defender golf team participates in 
a split season with two of the four rounds 
of the GPAC Qualifier played in the fall. 
The qualifier serves as the conference 
championship event and for qualifying to 
the NAIA National Meet.  The Defenders 
find themselves in eighth place after two 
rounds with Jordan Janz (pictured), a 
junior from Aurora, Colorado, shooting a 
131 in the two events.  Janz’s average of 76.6 
through five events this fall is the lowest for 
the Defenders this season.
 The volleyball team settled into its 
conference schedule by mid-season at 19-7 
overall and 7-2 in the league, with three 
weeks left in the regular season.  A youthful 
team, the Defenders have just two seniors 
in the rotation.  Kendra Potgeter, a junior 
from Byron Center, Michigan, and Jana Van 
Zanten, a freshman from Pella, Iowa, led 
the team in kills with over three per 
set, while Dorinda Hibma, a junior 
from Sioux Center, led the team in 
digs with over six per set.
The Blades hockey team hosted a 
youth hockey camp this fall with 
40 young players taking part in the four-
Saturday event.  The team started its season 
in late October and are bidding for their 
third straight trip to the ACHA Division 
III hockey nationals.
 The basketball season is just around the 
corner.  Both the women and men open 
the season on the road in North Dakota 
on November 6 and 7, with their home 
openers on Wednesday, November 11.  
No one would recognize the nursing department's new classroom as the garage of the former President's 
Home. The good classroom and individual learning spaces include all of the equipment needed for training.
Fall brings out all of the campus athletic teams
Goalkeeper Brian Verwolf, a sophomore from Jenison, Michigan, has been the backbone  of a defense that has 
allowed 1.64 goals per game.                                 
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The yearly Dordt alumni and friends “learning vacation” took on international proportions last May 
with its fi rst tour through the Netherlands.
 “Other years, James Schaap and Robb 
De Haan have taken alumni and friends on 
a tour of the Great Plains. We wanted to do 
something similar,” said Professor Leendert 
van Beek, one of the tour hosts. “Since the 
concert choir was going to be touring the 
Netherlands in May, we created a tour that 
would link up with that event.”
 Th at idea became “Spring Tour to the 
Netherlands,” a May 11-20 tour that took 
participants to eleven of the twelve Dutch 
provinces. Witte Travel of Grand Rapids, 
Michigan, arranged the lodging and 
transportation for the trip; Dordt history 
and foreign language professors Hubert 
Krygsman and Leendert van Beek hosted, 
and forty-three individuals joined the tour.
 “We wanted to make this program 
special,” said van Beek.
To do this, van Beek created the tour 
program himself, basing it upon the SPICE 
program and van Beek’s summer course, 
“GEN 253: Dutch Culture and Reformed 
Worldview,” which also takes place in the 
Netherlands.
 “I shift ed things around a bit as there 
was more of a time constraint than there is 
with my class,” he said. “But I tried to keep 
the majority of the program the same.” 
 Every day had a theme, from “Bring 
me fl owers from Amsterdam” on May 12, 
which took the visitors to the Keukenhof 
National Flower Exhibition, to “Th ings 
Royal” on May 15, which explored the 
medieval city of Delft  and the royal summer 
palace of Het Loo. 
  Th e group met the Dordt concert choir 
on May 14 when it performed at the Grote 
Kerk in Dordtrecht.
 “We thought it an appropriate place to 
get together with the choir,” said van Beek.  
“Some of the visitors said that they got 
the shivers when they were in that church 
because they could imagine their ancestors 
worshiping there.”
 Worship was a trademark of the trip. 
Th e tour followed the history of the 
Christian Reformed Church, visiting the 
church in Ulrum where the CRC was fi rst 
established. Th ey also did a great deal of 
singing, which people looked forward to.
 “We were once singing by the windmills 
of Kinderdyke, and we had passersby stop 
and comment on how nice our voices 
sounded,” said van Beek.  
 “When you take a packaged trip, you 
just see the sights and don’t get the cultural, 
social, or economic impact,” said Dordt’s 
special events coordinator and tour planner 
Dianne De Wit.  “Our guests appreciated 
that it was much, much more than a 
sightseeing tour.”
 Indeed, the alumni and friends were 
enthusiastic about the trip. One commented 
that the trip was “the best we have ever 
experienced,” while another pointed out 
that the tour was “a wonderful mix of 
fl owers, farms, museums, and churches.”
 “Th e combination of education, 
entertainment, and devotional experiences 
off ered our group a fi ne menu for a 
satisfying tour,” said a participant.
 Tasha Daale, a senior at Dordt, went 
on the tour with her sister Rachel and her 
grandmother Lucy. She enjoyed seeing 
Corrie Ten Boom’s house in Haarlem and 
seeing a Gouda cheese farm.
 “Our tour guide, Norbert, made our 
sometimes long bus rides entertaining,” said 
Daale. “He kept us all laughing constantly 
through his wittiness [and] his jokes.”
 “We had such a great time,” Daale said. 
“I think my sister and I would go back in a 
heartbeat.”
 Th e advancement offi  ce is planning to 
repeat the trip in the spring of 2011.
T H E  2 0 1 0  G R E A T  P L A I N S  E X P E R I E N C E 
PRAIRIE’S
EDGE
For more information contact Dianne De Wit at ddewit@dordt.edu or 712-722-6029.
A Dordt College Learning Vacation
Motorcoach Tour: June 6-11, 2010
Hosted by James Schaap, Robb De Haan, and Dianne De Wit
The rich Minnesota River valley meanders through long, 
drawn prairie lands once celebrated by writers such as 
Ole Rolvaag, Laura Ingalls Wilder, and Frederick Manfred.  
We’ll head to  the eastern edge of the Great Plains—
southwest Minnesota and eastern South Dakota.  Going 
north, we'll visit sprawling wind farms, high quality native 
prairie remnants, and sacred places where you can still see 
ancient drawings left by long-departed peoples.
Th e Dordt College Concert Choir gave a stellar performance at the Grote Kerk in Dordrecht, a church whose 
origins go back to the 11th century.  Th e next morning, the local newspaper, the Drechtsteden Dichtibij, de-
scribed their performance as "sublime." 
 
Learning takes 
a vacation in the 
Netherlands
Th is group of alumni and friends of Dordt College came from all parts of the United States and Canada.  
Th e friendships made during this trip was, for many, their most valuable souvenir.
 e Douglas and Henrietta (Miedema) Ribbens Academic Complex  honors two long-time 
early employees of Dordt College. Together Douglas Ribbens and Henrietta Miedema served 
for seventy-one years, he as Vice president for Academic A  airs, Registrar, and 
Director of the Library and she as the college’s  rst administrative assistant. 
 e Ribbens were honored at a dedication and an open house for the new 
building during Parents’ Weekend.
1. Art and Design
  e new art facility features over 
10,000 sq. 	 . of centralized, spacious 
studios, extra storage capacity, 
additional equipment, and an emphasis 
on a safe environment with special 
venting and speci c work areas. All 
studio, display, and storage areas are 
new, with custom cabinetry and seven 
vented stations to capture and control 
dust and chemicals.   Polished masonry 
 oors in all the studios are easy to 
maintain, and exceptional lighting 
options, including large sky lights in the 
painting and ceramic sculpture rooms 
illuminate work and display areas.  A 
large gallery lounge space, a  oor 
to ceiling glass case, studio hallways 
and a gallery next to the art o  ces 
allows the department to rotate and 
feature exceptional art 
works by past 
and present 
students in a 
wide range of 
media. 
  e thing I appreciate the most are the 
new features of proper ventilation systems, 
dust collection, fume hoods and clean 
air systems that result in a very safe and 
healthy environment for everyone working 
in the art studios and photography 
darkroom.  e photography darkroom is 
complete with proper venting and a silver 
recovery system. Added to that are the 
e  cient and e ectively designed lighting 




  ree model classrooms (language 
arts, math, social studies) and two labs 
(science and computer) replicate many 
of the rooms where our students will 
be teaching.   ese classrooms also 
contain moveable furniture, allowing 
for multiple con gurations for teaching 
and learning. 
 Each classroom has state-of-the-
art technology including interactive 
whiteboards, document cameras, 
advanced lighting options, and 
presentation equipment.
 A teacher workroom is furnished 
with state-of-the-art technology, 
equipment, and supplies needed for 
pre-service teachers and professors 
to enhance the education process at 
Dordt as well as the PK-12 schools in 
which our students work and learn.
 Based on research that valuable 
learning occurs outside the four walls 
and time restrictions of the traditional 
classroom, several areas have been 
created to allow students to collaborate 
and learn together in informal learning 
areas.  One of these areas has been 
named the Bosma Lounge a	 er 
Education Professor, Cella Bosma, who 
passed away last year a	 er a long 
battle with cancer. Immediately 
a	 er  the furniture arrived in 
the lounge, students started using it to 
study, read, and visit. 
 It’s a real blessing to have a science 
classroom to model how to teach 
science and to do the sorts of activities 
we’re discussing in class, instead of just 
describing them.  We’re able to do many 
more hands-on activities in class.   e 
embedded technology—projectors, 
sound system, SMARTboard, document 
camera, etc.—helps open students to how 
di erent their future classrooms might be 
compared to the ones they experienced in 
elementary or middle school.
Adjunct Professor David Mulder
I’m thankful for:
1) having the education faculty in one 
central area.  is has made our 
department grow closer together in 
many ways.
2) the Bosma Lounge where we sit down 
with students for a moment to talk 
about classes, things they are involved 
in, and life.
3) tech-ready classrooms that make the 
 ve minutes before class enjoyable 
moments to visit with students 
instead of gathering, hooking up, and 




What began as a mass of clay has emerged as Dordt’s latest art 
installation, mounted in the 
entry to the newly remodeled art 
department.
 Apocalypse  en is the result of 
two semesters’ worth of hard work 
by advanced ceramics and sculpture 
students Dan Slager, Steve Oswald, 
Nic Padilla, David Lammers, and 
Naomi De Boer.
  e work of art was originally 
the brainchild of art professor 
Jake Van Wyk, who said he “had a 
vision of the concept ten years ago 
of columns going up and spreading 
into wings.”  When the advanced 
ceramics class began brainstorming 
ideas for the project, Van Wyk’s 
original idea took on another form.
 “We started looking over 
Revelations 16, which was  lled with 
a lot of contrasting images,” said Van 
Wyk.  
 Building on Van Wyk’s vision 
of two columns, Apocalypse  en 
depicts an evil side, with a seven-
headed dragon jutting out from the 
le	  of the art department entrance; 
and an angelic side, with a horse and 
rider mounted on the opposite wall.
  “It took 100 percent of the two 
semesters,” said Naomi De Boer, 
who noted that the project took far 
more than the original estimate of 
1,000 hours. Students worked well 
beyond the usual one and a half 
hour, two-day-a-week scheduled 
class period.   ey did much of the 
work over breaks and at night.
 “We spent a lot of Saturday 
mornings—and a	 ernoons too,” said 
Steve Oswald.   e students kept 
oatmeal and a microwave nearby 
and even ordered in pizza a few 
times.  ey also risked their safety 
for the sake of the project by making 
face and arm molds of plaster for the 
piece.
 “ ere were warnings on the 
plaster label that we should not 
encapsulate any part of the body,” 
said De Boer laughingly.  “But we 
used Vaseline as a releasing agent, so 
it was okay.”
 Because the art building was 
under construction when the project 
was in full swing, the class had to 
improvise.
 “ ere was no space to do a 
huge project like this in the trailer (a 
portable classroom brought in while 
the art department was renovated 
last year),” said Van Wyk.  “So, we 
commandeered a space above the 
maintenance building so we could 
have room to work.”
  at meant all the slabs of clay 
and equipment had to be lugged up 
and down the maintenance stairs.  
Despite all the inconveniences, the 
class found that few problems arose.
 A	 er all the individual pieces 
had been constructed, dried, and 
glazed, Padilla and De Boer worked 
on glazing the entire work during 
the last three weeks of the summer.  
 Installation was di  cult due 
to the fragility of the work, but 
Apocalypse  en  nally came 
together the weekend before classes 
started in August.  All artists helped 
install the piece.
 “It has exceeded my 
expectations,” said Van Wyk of the 
 nal product.  “We included a lot of 
detail, which in the end really made 
the piece special.”
 De Boer was also pleased with 
how Apocalypse  en turned out 
too.
 “You can see everybody in that 
piece,” said De Boer, adding, “ ere 
is no way that any of us could have 
done it alone. Everyone’s best skills 
played o  everyone else’s, which 
made it really good.”
Ribbens Academic Complex
C E N T E R  P I E C E
Senior pottery students have le  a lasting mark on the new art department entrance with 
their Apocalypse  en clay sculpture.
Apocalypse  en 
graces the entrance
Classroom building overhaul bene ts three main areas
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 e Bosma Lounge is surrounded by faculty o  ces, a work room, and model classrooms. It serves 
as a place for students and faculty to work collaboratively  together, to meet in groups, and simply to 
study or talk.
3. Digital Media Lab
     and Classrooms
  e new addition includes a 1600 sq. 
	 . state-of-the-art facility for training 
in graphic design and  lm/video 
production lab. One of the only labs of 
its kind in the region, it includes
 Sixteen Hewlett Packard 
workstations with dual 22” monitors
 Ten Macintosh workstations 24” 
monitors
 Two HD projectors and surround 
sound
 All computer workstations contain 
Avid, the leading  lm editing 
so	 ware tool in the world today, 
along with the latest tools for 
animation and DVD authoring
 All computer workstations also 
have the latest graphic and 
web design so	 ware including 
Photoshop, Lightroom, 
Illustrator, InDesign, Flash, and 
A	 er E ects
  e instructor’s podium runs both 
Mac and PC, with each projected 
onto a 16-	  screen so students can 
follow along with their instructors 
 Space is also available for classroom 
discussion away from the computer 
monitors, and the room has been 
designed for expansion and upgrading 
by making additional cable and power 
available at each station for new types 
of optics or systems that are yet to be 
developed.
 e new digital media lab is state-of-the-art, bet-
ter than that at other colleges  and universities in 
Iowa or the region.
F A C U L T Y  N E W S
J O H N  C A L V I N  A W A r D
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Sally Jongsma
For Dr. Ethan Brue, studying surface tension is part of life in Christ. “Surface tension is God’s way of 
caring for water bugs on ponds,” he says. 
“Thinking this way helps you see afresh how 
God is at work in the world you’re learning 
about.” 
 Brue says that thinking about God’s 
sovereignty should be a natural part of how 
we think about the world, but he notes that 
college professors like him are trained in 
institutions that see a physical explanation 
as the whole story. It takes a different way of 
seeing the world and often additional time 
to think beyond the physical explanation 
to tie something like surface tension to 
the larger narrative of God’s working in 
creation.
“Biases in most educational systems 
today work against the teaching we want 
to do here,” he says, describing a typical 
approach as one in which professors 
teach and students learn small pieces of 
knowledge that they then try to put together 
somehow. He wants his students to see 
first of all the sovereignty of God as creator 
and ruler of his whole creation and then 
to study the details of how he daily directs 
the whole creation to work together to 
sustain its creatures. He believes that such 
an understanding will have a significant 
effect on how they learn and how they use 
what they have learned when they work as 
engineers.
Brue, a professor of engineering, was 
presented the John Calvin Award late 
last spring. Each year, this honor goes 
to a faculty member who demonstrates 
a commitment to teaching from a 
Calvinistic perspective and who passes on 
reformational insight to his or her students. 
Recipients are nominated and selected by 
colleagues and alumni.
“It’s given me a humbling sense of 
appreciation for the students I’ve served—
that something from my teaching sticks 
with them enough that they would take the 
time to write back about it,” he says.
Brue has never really considered himself 
an engineering professor so much as a 
life mentor for students with the interest, 
passion, and skills to do engineering. He 
thinks of his work as sharing with his 
students the experiences and skills he’s 
gained in engineering.
A lot of that work with students happens 
outside of the classroom—advising, 
conversations in the hallway, interactions 
around summer research. “Mentoring is 
a powerful way we have an impact on our 
students,” he says, noting that it couldn’t 
happen apart from the foundation laid in 
the classroom.
Brue finds teaching exciting and 
demanding. “Anyone who works with 
people knows that you can’t plan for and 
predict everything,” he says. He’s grateful 
for his students’ “what about…” questions 
that sometimes force him to tell them he’ll 
have to fully answer that tomorrow and 
sometimes help him see ideas in a different 
light. That’s part of the joy for him.
“I love the little surprises, the new ideas, 
the unexpected opportunities to talk about 
broader issues,” he says.  Such opportunities 
arise not only with current students, but 
also with prospective students. “I enjoy 
recruiting students because I’m enthusiastic 
about who we are at Dordt College, what 
our engineering program can offer them, 
and how we can learn together about the 
world God created and how we are called to 
serve in it.”
The demanding part is also very real. He 
is energized by creating new projects that 
will help students better understand what 
they’re studying. He values the freedom to 
reshape a course as he learns more about the 
subject and his students. But such creativity 
takes an enormous amount of time, and 
that’s where his humanity constrains him. 
He also needs sleep and his family needs 
time with their husband and father.
His former students commented on his 
commitment and his passion when they 
nominated him for the John Calvin Award. 
One noted that Brue devoted much of his 
time outside of class to helping students, 
and that “his faith is evident in the way he 
builds relationships with his students.” 
Another alumnus said, “In all of his 
engineering classes, he provided students 
with opportunities to reflect on and explore 
the implications of a biblical, reformational 
perspective on their work as engineers and 
in their broader involvements in life as a 
whole, lived in God’s world.”
“To be part of bringing students here 
to experience what I did as a student and 
help them see the freedom of serving in a 
wide open world of opportunities…that’s 
exciting,” he says.
“I feel a deep indebtedness to the 
many excellent Christian teachers I have 
had among the Dordt faculty,” says Brue, 
noting as many before him have, that it was 
not easy to accept such an award. “They 
continue to serve as my teachers and 
mentors in many ways.  Dordt is a rich place 
to serve.  This award is not an individual 
award; it belongs to the entire community of 
faculty and staff at Dordt.  We do not teach 
alone.” 
Brue teaches God at work 
in the world around us
Ethan Brue
Dr. Ethan Brue graduated from Dordt College in 1992. 
He earned both an M.S. and a 
Ph.D. in mechanical engineering 
at Iowa State University. Brue 
was a research and development 
project leader at Pioneer Hi-Bred 
International before accepting 
a position at Dordt College in 
2000. At Pioneer he designed 
and tested prototype equipment 
and instrumentation for seed corn 
research and production, including 
a plant-scale fluidized bed biomass 
gasifier to convert corn residue into 
energy. 
Since coming to Dordt College, 
Brue has conducted a variety of 
funded research projects related 
to sustainable energy technology, 
including alternative approaches 
to ethanol production and biomass 
gasification applications. Dordt’s 
engineering department was 
awarded funding from the Iowa 
Energy Center (IEC) for Brue and 
his students to  develop a farm-scale 
sweet sorghum to ethanol production 
system. Vermeer Manufacturing is an 
industrial collaborator on the project.
Brue is a licensed Professional 
Engineer (P.E.) in the state of Iowa.
Ethan Brue biography
 Dr. Duane Bajema participated in 
three agricultural educators events this 
summer. In June, 








in the Nebraska 
Academic 
Transfer Programs 
Conference in Norfolk, Nebraska, to 
discuss new programs in agriculture, 
deliberate over transfer issues, and discuss 
approaches of how to effectively deal with 
high school students who bring substantial 
amounts of college credit into institutions. 
In September, he joined a North Central 
American Association of Agriculture 
Educators meeting in Lincoln, Nebraska, 
to discuss agriculture education research as 
well as relevant national and international 
agendas and issues.   
 Theology Professor Jason Lief spoke at 
the Youth Unlimited Convention in July: 
“'I’m Just Harry’: What Harry Potter has 
to do with your Christian Identity” and 
“Reclaiming our Christian Imagination.”
  Lief ’s essay titled “Challenging the 
Objectivist Paradigm: Teaching Biblical 
Theology with J.R.R. Tolkien, C.S. Lewis, 
and Guillermo del Toro,” was published in 
the October 2009 issue of Teaching Theology 
and Religion. 
 On October 16, Lief presented a paper 
titled “Is Neo-Calvinism Calvinist?: A 
Neo-Calvinist Engagement of Calvin’s 
‘Two Kingdoms’ Doctrine” at the Calvin 
and Current Calvinisms conference held at 
Sioux Falls Seminary. And on October 29-
31 Lief presented a paper at the “Teaching, 
Learning, and Christian Practices” 
conference held at Calvin College.  The 
paper was titled:  “Christian Practices as 
Counter Discourse: Foucault, Barth, and 
the Discourse of Higher Education.”
 Dr. Calvin Jongsma gave a presentation 
at the Association of Christians in the 
Mathematical Sciences conference in 
June on “History 
of Mathematics 
in the Service of 
School Mathematics 
Education.”  He 
talked about his 
sabbatical work, 
using ratio and 
proportion to show 
how the history 
of mathematics 
can give teachers 
deeper insight into the material they teach 
and help them look at material in fresh 
ways. Jongsma says a historical focus 
in mathematics gives a developmental 
component to student mathematics 
education, as well as a broad context 
in which one can discuss religious 
orientation and contemporary applications 
for mathematics. He also led a summer 
workshop for colleagues and teachers 
on draft sections of the middle school 
mathematics textbook he is writing, and 
he gave a sectional talk on October 1 at 
the Heartland Teachers’ Convention titled 
“Concrete Beginnings for Algebra: Lessons 
from History of Mathematics.” 
 Dr. Leah Zuidema gave a presentation 
at the June Conference on English 
Education’s first biennial conference 
titled “Teachers as Struggling Writers: 
Programmatic Support from English 
Education.” She also served as co-leader for 
three days of working group meetings. The 
group, “Preparing Teachers to Teach 
Composition in a Globalized World,” was 
made up of twenty-eight participants from 
universities across the U.S. 
 Zuidema also led a graduate workshop 
for the Dordt College master’s program 
titled “‘My Students Are Writing. Now 
What?’ Conferences, Comments, and 
Coaching,” and she served as a reviewer of 
articles for two professional journals this 
summer, English Education  and CITE: 
Contemporary Issues in Technology and 
Teacher Education. 
Duane Bajema Calvin Jongsma
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Several new professors have joined 
faculty at Dordt 






He has a Ph.D. in 
Science Education 
from the University of Iowa, where he also 
earned his M.S. in biology.  
Professor Bobbi Sutherland  teaches 
history. Sutherland earned a M.A and a 
M.Phil. at Yale University, and a B.A. from 
Calvin College, with majors in European 
history, English, and Latin, a minor in 
philosophy, and honors in history and 
Latin.  
Dr. Kathleen Van Tol teaches 
education courses. She has a Ph.D. in 
special education from Western Michigan 
University; a M.A. in teaching and a B.S. 
in biology from Calvin College; and an 
endorsement in TESL (Teaching English 
as a Second Language) from Grand Valley 
State University. 
Professor Dawn Wolthuis is teaching 
computer science half-time at the college.
She has a M.S. in mathematics from 
Michigan State and a B.A. in math from 
Calvin College. Wolthuis is the Managing 
Partner of Snupnow LLC, a dot com start-
up in Sioux Center that is owned in part 
by her consulting company, Tincat Group, 
Inc. 
Valorie Zonnefeld ('97)teaches half-
time in the  mathematics department.  She 
has a master's of education degree from 
Dordt. 
Dr. ryan Zonnefeld ('97) teaches in 
the education department. He earned his 
Ph.D. from Iowa State University with 
a major in education and specialization 
in educational leadership. He earned his 
M.A. in educational administration at the 
University of South Dakota.
Dr. Joe Kirtland is a physics professor 
with a Ph.D. from Cornell University, 
where he also earned his master's degree. 
Kirtland received a B.Ch.E. (Bachelor in 
Chemical Engineering) degree from The 
Cooper Union for the Advancement of 
Science and Art in New York, NY.
Dordt hires new faculty for academic year
 Physics Professor Dr. John Zwart and his 
summer student assistant Matt Vande Burgt 
studied the scattering 
of laser light through 
stretched polymer 
films. Zwart also 
served as an AP 
Physics Reader for the 
College Board in Ft. 
Collins, Colorado, in 
June and joined with 
other members of the 
national council of the 
American Association 
of Physics Teachers in sessions held at the 
national AAPT meeting held in Ann Arbor, 
Michigan, in late July. His article “Science and 
John Calvin: A Review Essay” appeared in the 
September 2009 issue of Pro Rege (vol 38, No 
1). 
 Dr. Keith Sewell spent five weeks 
attending conferences in Europe and Canada. 
The first was a large conference on John 
Calvin held at the University of Geneva. He 
presented his paper titled “Beza and Melville: 
old Calvinists confronting the daunting ways 
of providence” at the Sixteenth Century 
Conference, held in Geneva. 
 Sewell gave a chapel address titled 
“Creation, Culture and Redemption,” at 
the London School of Theology and then 
traveled to Horsforth, Leeds, and Yorkshire, 
where he gave a series of three presentations 
to the West Yorkshire School of Christian 
Studies.  Sewell spoke on (1) “The Idea of a 
Christian Society—from the Reformation to 
the present time,” (2) “The Church of Today—
the journey it took to arrive where we are,” 
and (3), “The ‘Church’ of Tomorrow—new 
possibilities for bringers of transformation.” 
After colleagues pressed him to talk about 
the Christian historian, Herbert Butterfield (a 
Yorkshireman about whom Sewell has written 
a book), Sewell also spoke on “Problems 
and Resolutions in the Historical Thought of 
Herbert Butterfield.” 
 In Toronto, Sewell participated in a 
Calvin and Calvinism conference held 
at Victoria and Immanuel Colleges, at 
the University of Toronto. There he gave 
another paper, “Abraham Kuyper’s (mis)
use of the French Revolution in his Stone 
Lectures on Calvinism: Roots, Motivations 
and Consequences.” Sewell says he’s now “all 
Calvined out.”
 English Professor Dr. Mary Dengler 
attended the Advanced Leadership Institute 
held in June in Sumas, Washington. 
Participants read a number of books and 
articles, including Mary Kate Morse’s The 
High Impact Leader, and participated in what 
Dengler calls “high-octane” workshops. She 
also participated in the second “Hearts and 
Minds” conference sponsored by the Coalition 
of Christian Colleges and Universities for 
honors directors.  
 Dr. Kevin Timmer presented a paper 
at the Christian Engineering Educators 
Conference (CEEC) held at Baylor University 
in June.  His title was “Putting the ‘And’ Back 
into Genesis 2:15.” 
 Timmer and two students installed a 
solar hot water heating system on the top of 
the engineering building as part of an Iowa 
Energy Center demonstration grant.  
 Dr. Ed Starkenburg is working with 
colleagues on a state-wide science education 
project called ELI—Every Learner Inquires, 
exploring how to use inquiry as an effective 
way to learn and teach science. The program 
has been introduced across the state during 
the past year. Starkenburg works with the 
Northwest AEA team and helped lead several 
training sessions in the spring of 2009. The 
group gathered in Des Moines in July to plan 
other ways to help science teachers.
 Theology Professor Dr. Jay Shim spoke 
on “A Biblical Foundation for a Christian 
Worldview and Scholarship” for IAPCHE’s 
Faculty Enrichment Program at Manila. 
Shim also presented a paper on Christian 
scholarship and the nature of a Christian 
college to the faculty at Christ’s College in 
Taiwan and gave a number of presentations 
to a group of Christian faculty members 
in Korea. He also lead and taught a group 
of pastors at the Christian Reformed 
denominational office at Grand Rapids about 
CRC history and Reformed theology.
 Organ Instructor MaryLou Wielenga 
taught eight organ students this summer. She 
also participated in the American Guild of 
Organists Pipe Organ Encounter held in Sioux 
Falls, drawing twenty-one students to the 
week-long organ camp. 
 Mathematics Professor Valorie Zonnefeld 
participated in IM2CD (Increasing and 
Maintaining Mathematical Cognitive 
Demand: Implementing High Quality 
Critical-Thinking in Middle Grades and 
High School Mathematics).  Funded by 
the Iowa Math and Science Education 
Partnership, participants spent three days in 
Ames studying how to provide students with 
authentic, challenging math activities that 
help them solve problems without having 
teachers do it for them and without reducing 
their value or challenge. The collaboration 
continues through on-line discussions and 
lesson development.
F A C U L T Y  N E W S
John Zwart
Dordt College is seeking applications in the following areas: 
Faculty Positions (August 2010)
Education – a faculty member to teach courses in elementary reading/language arts and in early childhood 
education; preference given to those who are also able to contribute to special education and ELL/ESL.
Education – a faculty member to teach courses in secondary methods, educational history and philosophy, 
and in introductory/foundational courses.
Theology – a faculty member to fill a potential two-year interim position to teach, mentor, and lead in the 
area of youth ministry and biblical theology. Practical ministry and teaching experiences are preferred.  At least 
a master’s degree is expected.
Dordt College is an equal opportunity institution that strongly encourages the applications of women, minorities, 
and disabled persons.
Position Openings
Application reviews will begin immediately.  To learn more about a 
position and receive application materials, qualified persons committed 
to a Reformed, biblical perspective and educational philosophy are 
encouraged to send a letter of interest and curriculum vita/resume to:
Dr. Erik Hoekstra, Provost
Facsimile: 712-722-6035,  E-mail: provost@dordt.edu
Website: www.dordt.edu/offices/academic_affairs
Bobbi SutherlandJeff Ploegstra Kathleen Van Tol Dawn Wolthuis Valorie Zonnefeld ryan Zonnefeld Joe Kirtland
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Grace (Hummel, ’67) Westerhof recently retired 
after 34 years in Christian education. She taught at 
Western Michigan Christian High School before 
spending 27 years at Illiana Christian High School 
in Lansing, Illinois. She looks forward to traveling 
and gardening in her retirement.
Donavon Gray (’74) was appointed the director/
faculty-in-residence for Azusa Pacific University in 
Oxford, England, for the fall term.
Marilyn (Schneider, ’75) Peeders of 
Minnetonka, Minnesota, passed away on 
September 3, 2009, after a 16-month battle with 
metastic breast cancer. She will be missed by her 
husband Arnie, her friends, and her family.
JoEllen (Visser, ’82) Kauk passed away on July 
16 after having having suffered a brain aneurysm 
on July 5. She was the wife of Mark Kauk ('76) and 
mother of current Dordt students Daniel and David 
Poel.
p Cathy (Vander Wel, ’87) Brouwer, Doreen 
(Brouwer, ’86) Broek, Marcia (De Vries,’85) De 
Rousse, Elsie (De Jong, ’87) Bousema, Angela 
(Van Buren, ’88) Haan, Audrey (Kraayeveld, ’87) 
Brouwer, and Elaine (Dykstra, ’87) De Groot, came 
to Dordt in the fall of 1983 and “began that school 
year as friends and ended as family.” Since then, the 
group has reunited every four or five years. This 
past July, they met in Santa Fe, New Mexico.
Reverend randall Klynsma (’85) recently 
accepted a position as pastor at Northland 
Reformed Church in Kansas City, Missouri. He 
spent almost 10 years at the Orthodox Presbyterian 
Church in Bridgewater, South Dakota.
Dr. Brian Fikkert (’86) co-authored a book 
on poverty alleviation called When Helping Hurts: 
How to Alleviate Poverty Without Hurting the 
Poor and Yourself (Moody Publications).  Fikkert 
argues that churches and individual Christians 
typically have faulty assumptions about the causes 
of poverty. These assumptions lead to strategies 
that do considerable harm to poor people as well 
as to themselves. “When Helping Hurts” provides 
foundational concepts and clear principles for 
helping without hurting the poor. Fikkert is an 
associate professor of economics and the founder 
and executive director of the Chalmers Center for 
Economic Development at Covenant College.
Gregg (’89) and Diana Koldenhoven of 
Longmont, Colorado, announce the birth of 
Maxwell Henry and Bricelyn Sophia on February 
23, 2009.
Brent Kooi (’91) is preparing to serve as a two-
year missionary in Japan, having spent the last 15 
years in student development, most recently at 
Belhaven College in Jackson, Mississippi.  “Pending 
sufficient support-raising, I anticipate being in 
Japan in September,” said Kooi. “My work there 
will include teaching English with a local Japanese 
church and working with an outreach ministry 
to university students.” Follow Brent’s work and 
support him in prayer via his blog at http://
brentkooi.blogspot.com.
John (’92) and Tina VanDyk of Ames, Iowa, 
welcomed Margaret Moira on August 27, 2008.  
Dirk and Michelle (Mennega, ’92) de Jong of 
Bodegraven, Netherlands, welcomed Colin Teun 
into their family on October 17, 2008.
Erik Benthem (’92) participated in the 2009 
Bike MS Ride in Mount Vernon, Washington. He 
rode over 130 miles in two days.This is the second 
time Erik participated in the race.
Dennis Vander Velden (’93) recently joined 
Oltman Financial Services, specializing in life 
insurance, medical and disability insurance, and 
annuities.  
randall (’94) and April (Meuzelaar, ’98) Van 
Genderen of Lake Crystal, Minnesota, announce 
the birth of Kyler Deal on February 20, 2009.
Greg and Sarah (Duff, ’95) Osinga of Janesville, 
Wisconsin, announce the birth of Ruth Annajean, 
who was born on June 18, 2009.
Brian and Janna (Hendricks, ’95) Libolt of 
Lynden, Washington, announce the birth of Norah 
Jo on March 16, 2009. She joins big sister Claire (2).
Jonathan (’96) and Angela (Baas, ’96) Eerkes 
of Lake Bronson, Minnesota, announce the birth of 
Simon Elliot on August 25, 2009.
Melanie (Koolhaas, ’96) and Jay Lumkes 
announce the birth of Andrew Jay on May 20, 2009. 
He was welcomed home by Jennifer (3).
Kristin (Vande Griend, ’96) and Kevin Schut 
announce the birth of Aerin Marie in Abbotsford, 
British Columbia, on August 18, 2009. She joins 
Karina (6) and Geneva (3).
Tami (Vander Woude, ’97) and Scott 
Zuiderveen of Franklin, North Carolina, announce 
the birth of Zachary Scott on February 12, 2009. He 
joins Cody (6) and Anika (4).
Karmen (Huisken, ’97) and Nathan Engbers 
announce the birth of Landon Nathan on June 20, 
2009, in Sioux Falls, South Dakota. He joins Isaac 
(7) and Carson (4). 
Chad (’97) and Tami (rouw, ’97) Nelson 
welcomed Elliana Kailyn on March 18, 2009.
Scott (’97) and Anne (Vogel, ’03) Kooiman of 
Orange City, Iowa, announce the birth of Joanna 
Beth on July 6, 2009. She joins Samuel (1).
Mark (’97) and JinHee Klompien announce 
the birth of Timothy Mark, born on July 14, 2009.  
Mark recently accepted a call to be pastor of English 
ministries at Chamshil Presbyterian Church in 
Seoul, South Korea. He has been the pastor of 
the Christian Reformed Church of Chandler, 
Minnesota, for the last four years.
Jane (Manuel, ’98) and Jonathan Bruin 
welcomed Noah Qayyim Emmanuel, who was 
born on April 16, 2009 in Bellingham, Washington. 
The Bruins live in Senegal, West Africa, where they 
serve as missionaries among the Mandinka people.
Terry (’98) and Kari Bultje announce the birth 
of Kaitlyn Erica on March 13, 2009, in Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota. Terry works with youth in a group 
home for Volunteers of America while Kari teaches 
biology at Roosevelt High School.
Carmen (Wielinga, ’98) and Brooke Heethuis 
welcomed Kathryn Anne on February 4, 2009, in 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota. She joins Claudia (12), 
Lauren (9), and Sophia (5).
Aaron and Corinna (Van Wingerden, ’98) 
Spuler announced the birth of Adin Arie on March 
6, 2009, in Spokane, Washington. He joins Titus (3) 
and Joseph (2).
Marilyda (Stel, ’98) and Stephen Chacon of 
Denver, Colorado, announce the birth of Ryker 
Jakob on March 5, 2009. Marilyda works in the 
accounts payable department of Laramar, an 
apartment management company.  Stephen is CFO 
for a new water pipeline project.
Chris (’98) and Lisa Ver Meer of Pella, Iowa, 
welcomed the birth of Ashlyn Peace on January 3, 
2009. She joins Grace (5).
u Lisa (Koning, ’98) 
and Daniel (’99) Vos of 
Emo, Ontario, announce the 
birth of Nathanael Roger on 
February 21, 2009. He joins 
Justin (3).
Mark (’98) and Karla 
(rickey, ’99) Schlatter 
announce the birth of Caleb Alan, who was born on 
August 7, 2009, in Salina, Kansas. He was welcomed 
home by Ben (4) and Erik (3).
Lora (Byker, ’98) and Joel Copley announce the 
birth of Kathlyn Barbara, born on May 16, 2009, in 
Grand Rapids, Michigan. Her brothers are David 
(5) and Johnathan (6).
Danielle (’99) Kamps and Michael Constant 
were married on August 8, 2009, in Northminster 
Presbyterian Church in Tucson, Arizona. Danielle 
and Michael live in Tucson, where Danielle is a 
prosecutor with the Pima County attorney’s office.
Jason (’99) and Tami (Kooiman, ’99) Koelewyn 
of Sioux Center, Iowa, welcomed Hailey Joy on 
August 21, 2009.  
Cheryl (Busker, ’99) and Troy Westercamp of 
Tinley Park, Illinois, announce the birth of Kara 
Noelle on May 26, 2009.
Brent (’99) and Brenda Kooiman announce the 
birth of Morgan Kay on August 16, 2009, in Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota.
Jamin (’99) and Kate (Ellens, ’01) Ver Velde of 
Sioux Center, Iowa, welcomed Charlotte Lisette. 
Jamin is a graphic designer at Dordt College.
u Jennifer 





birth of Naomi 
Gwendolyn on May 
2, 2009. Jennifer has been teaching the fifth grade at 
Sheboygan Christian School for ten years.  
Brett Hendricks (’00) of Lynden, Washington, 
recently won Edward Jones’s exclusive Pacesetters 
Award for outstanding performance within the first 
three years of his career at Edward Jones. Hendricks 
was one of only 199 financial advisors out of 12,000 
to receive the award.
Paul (’00) and Jill (Gorter, ’00) Droogers of 
Sarnia, Ontario, announce the birth of Joel Pieter 
on April 1, 2009.  Brothers Kees (4) and Steven (2) 
welcomed Joel home. Paul serves at the Wyoming 
Christian Reformed church in Wyoming, Ontario, 
while Jill is a stay-at-home mom.
Mark (’00) and Julie Vander Pol announce the 
birth of Eliot Adam on May 19, 2009, in Luverne, 
Minnesota. He joins Alexia (3) and Tytus (1).
Kelli (Holwerda, ’00) and Dave Slager of 
Ontario, California, announce the birth of Adalyn 
Joy on April 24, 2009, in Upland, California. Kelli 
recently received a master’s degree of science in 
education from California State University in 
Fullerton.
Arlan (’00) and Ava Vander Woude announce 
the birth of Wesley Arlan on March 28, 2009, in 
Merced, California.  
Jonathan (’00) and Trista Vander Wal work as 
Wycliffe Bible translators in Brazzaville, Republic 
of Congo. Jonathan does “audio recording work in 
local languages to encourage speakers to learn from 
and use God’s Word in their mother tongue.” 
Wendy (Meyers, ’00) and David Altena 
announce the birth of Zachary Paul on August 13, 
2009, in Orange City, Iowa. Zachary joins Hannah 
(2).
Mike (’00) and Loralee (Bykerk, ’02) Bruxvoort 
announce the birth of Carly Marie on June 17, 2009, 
in Grand Rapids, Michigan.  
Jeremy (’00) and rachel (De Boer, ’02) Van 
Beek of Sioux Center, Iowa, announce the birth 
of Nathan Charles on September 9, 2009. He joins 
Caleb (2).
rory (’00) and Lynette Van Wyk were married 
on September 20, 2008, in Des Moines, Iowa. Rory 
is a paramedic and firefighter for the city of Des 
Moines.
Trixanna Nikkel (’01) served in China for four 
years before returning to Des Moines, Iowa, to earn 
a master’s degree in East Asian Studies from Drake 
University. She recently began work for a Chinese-
owned company.
 Communication Professor Mark 
Volkers spent time filming in Guatemala 
for his documentary on slums of the world. 
 Dr. Teresa Ter Haar performed in 
two plays this summer, Fuddy Meers with 
the Eastcheap Theatre Company and The 
Actor’s Nightmare with the Schoolhouse 
Theatre Company.
 Dr. James Mahaffy spoke at the 
American Society of Ichthyologists and 
Herpetologists, the annual meeting of 
people interested in reptiles and fish, 
in Portland in July. Mahaffy presented 
historical evidence for rattlesnakes in 
Dodge, Waseca, and Rice counties in 
Minnesota. For more information see: 
http://homepages.dordt.edu/~mahaffy/
rattle/ASIH09_abstract03.2.pdf 
 Mahaffy’s evidence suggests that the 
historic range of 
rattlesnakes should 
extend from eight 
counties along the 
Mississippi to all the 
way across southern 
Minnesota to the 
Mankato area.




commissioned by Lynden Christian 
Schools celebrating their centennial. The 
piece, “Song of Generations” has been 
accepted for publication by Adoro Music 
Publishing (www.adoromusicpub.com/). 
Kornelis also completed an arrangement 
of “She’ll Be Comin’ Round the Mountain,” 
commissioned by the North Central 
division of the American Choral Directors 
Association as part of a new collection 
of nine folk song arrangements to be 
presented at the March 2010 NC-ACDA 
Conference in Minneapolis (http://acda.
org/conferences/2010/nc). The project 
is part of an effort to revitalize public 
singing.
 Art Professor David Versluis 
displayed his large color photographic 
print, “Self-portrait II” at the “ArtPrize” 
event from September 23 - October 10 at 
Calvin College’s (106) Gallery. Versluis 
was also a contributor at “Matter ’09, a 
creative theology conference” held at the 
Seminary of the Southwest in Austin, 
Texas, in September. The theme for the 
conference was Christian Relationships. 
His paper was titled “Our Relationship 
with God through Art and Text.” The 
paper comprised the “Coram Deo” color 
giclée print series that featured Versluis’s 
original type design, “Boudewyn.” Versluis 
also gave a presentation at the Christians 
in the Visual Arts Biennial Conference at 
Bethel University, St. Paul, Minnesota, in 
June. His paper, presented as part of the 
Art Educators track, was titled “Creational 
Graphic Design.”
 Art Professor Matt Drissell also spoke 
at the CIVA Conference. His topic was 
“Christian New OldMasters? Siedell, 
Kuspit and Engaging the Art World.”
A L U M N I  N O T E S
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Amanda (Braam, ’01) and Mark Flikkema of 
Spencer, Iowa, welcomed Tyler Jason on September 
16, 2008.
Jennifer (Groen, ’01) and David Maldonado 
were married in Chicago, Illinois, on July 11, 2009. 
Th ey currently live in Homewood, Illinois, where 
they are part of a team planting the South Suburban 
Vineyard Church.
Fransisca (Veldhuis, ’01) and Mark Vander 
Meulen announce the birth of Annalies Fransisca 
on April 8, 2009, in Sunnyside, Washington.
Heather (Johnson, ’01) and Mark Miron of 
Edina, Minnesota, announce the birth of Cole Allen 
on June 27, 2009.
rachel (Veenstra, ’01) and ryan (’01) Kroll
welcomed Ethan John on April 21, 2009.  He 
is joined by big sister Abigail (1). Th ey live in 
Onalaska, Wisconsin.
Andrea (Voogt, ’01) and David Pontier of Oak 
Forest, Illinois, announce the birth of Joshua David 
on March 11, 2009.
Matthew (’01) and Lisa (Lubbers, ’01) Nuiver
of Wellsburg, Iowa, welcomed Sophia Grace into 
the world on June 11, 2009. Matthew was ordained 
on July 31 to be senior pastor of the United 
Reformed Church in Wellsburg.
Caryn (roskamp, ’01) and Steven (’01) Bruin
announce the birth of Carsten Th omas on January 
1, 2009. 
Matthew (’01) and rachel (Van Essen, ’02) 
Davelaar of Sioux Falls, South Dakota, announce 
the birth of Hannah Grace, who was born on July 
15, 2009.  She joins Isaac (4) and Levi (2).
Brian (’01) and Jean (Vande Voort, ’02) De 
Vries of Pella, Iowa, 
announce the birth of 
Madison Grace on May 
13, 2009.
uBen (’02) and 
Laura (Apol, ’02) 
Eisenga announce the 
birth of twins Ashton 
James and Addison Beth, 
born on April 7, 2009, in 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota.
Emily (Vander Hart, ’02) and David Kramer 
announce the birth of Dylan John, born in Sioux 
Center, Iowa, on April 17, 2009.
Nicole (Noteboom, ’02) and Justin Goodwin of 
Nevada, Iowa, announce the birth of Micah James 
on March 6, 2009.
Krista (De Jong, ’02) and Brian Klaasen of Pella, 
Iowa, announce the birth of Ethan Ryan on April 
6, 2009. He was welcomed home by Alexa (4) and 
Jaclyn (2).
Matt (’02) and Amanda (Hofman, ’02) Visser
of Lacey, Washington, announce the birth of Levi 
Matthew on April 29, 2009.
Tanya (Top, ’02) and Greg Talsma of Hills, 
Minnesota, announce the birth of Clara Lynn on 
May 22, 2009. She joins Lydia (2).
Lecia (Vermeer, ’02) and Nate Kruse announce 
the birth of Noah Joel on April 20, 2009, in Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota. He was welcomed home by 
Annaleise (2). 
Jamie (Sybesma, ’02) and Kurt Eskes welcomed 
the birth of Jorie Lynn on April 1, 2009, in Modesto, 
California. She joins Katherine (3).
Brian (’02) and Becky (Boender, ’04) Ochsner
of Grand Rapids, Michigan, announce the birth of 
Elliot James on June 1, 2009. He joins Ezra (2).
Aaron (’02) and Mikala (Poll, ’03) Jansen
announce the birth of Amara Grace on May 29, 
2009. Th ey live in Tucson, Arizona.
Matthew (’02) and Helena (De Graaf, ’02) Van 
Voorst of Vergennes, Vermont, announce the birth 
of Isabelle Kristina on June 6, 2009, in Middlebury, 
Vermont.
Philip (’02) and rose (Vander Wal, ’02) Postma
of Saint Louis, Missouri, announce the birth of 
Sevriena Marchien on May 27, 2009.
Kyle (’02) and Michelle (Gruppen, ’02) Sytsma
of Grand Rapids, Michigan, announce the birth of 
Lydia Jillaine on April 12, 2009.
Michelle (Key, ’02) and John Drnek of Zeeland, 
Michigan, announce the birth of Luke David on 
March 30, 2009. He joins Caleb (3) and Ryan (1).
ryan and Kim (Van Groningen, ’02) 
Zuidervaart of Salida, California, announce the 
birth of Andrew Ryan on March 18, 2009.
Matthew (’02) and Maria (Van Zee, ’03) 
Wikkerink announce the birth of Luke Hendrik 
on June 14, 2008, in Abbotsford, British Columbia. 
Maria teaches at Ebenezer Christian School in 
Lynden, Washington, while Matt works as a service 
technician at DeLaval in Abbotsford.
Jeremy Hummel (’03) completed his Ph.D. 
in agricultural entomology at the University of 
Alberta in September 2009. Jeremy, his wife Kristi 
(Mulder, ’03), and daughter Morgan (2) moved to 
Lethbridge, Alberta, where Jeremy is an agriculture/
plant science instructor at Lethbridge College.
Dave (’03) and Sarah (Juhl, ’01) Kuiper of 
Orange City, Iowa, welcomed Caleb Th omas on 
June 2, 2009.
Josiah (Murphy, ’03) and Adam Deeter were 
married on May 24, 2009. in Beaver Creek State 
Park, Ohio. Th ey live in Salem, Ohio.
Nicholas (’03) and Coralin (DenBoer, ’03) 
Davelaar announce the birth of Millie Grace on 
June 22, 2009. Nicholas is the pastor of First CRC in 
Hospers, Iowa, while Coralin stays home with Noah 
(3) and Andrew (18 months).
ryan (’03) and Alicia (Walhout, ’03) Van Der 
Bill of Sioux Falls, South Dakota, welcome daughter 
Adelyn Kay on February 24, 2009.  
Emily (Hoogendoorn, ’04) and Jason (’04) 
Mulder announce the birth of Rose Christine on 
November 22, 2008, in Sheldon, Iowa. Jason works 
on an inventory control team for trucks and parts 
at Vander Haag’s in Spencer, Iowa. Emily runs Em 
Design, a graphic design, printing, and advertising 
business from their home in Sanborn.
Mark (’04) and Sandra (De Jong, ’04) De Vries
of Sully, Iowa, welcomed Abigail Jo on March 11, 
2009. Mark is an accountant at Sully Cooperative 
Exchange in Sully, Iowa, and Sandi is a stay-at-
home mom.
Katie Kroese (’04) and Brian Wieringa were 
married on June 27, 2009, in Sheldon, Iowa, where 
they currently live.  Katie works as a CPA at Van 
Bruggen and Vande Vegte in Orange City.
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How will the Dordt College Alumni Offi  ce and the Dordt College 
Alumni Association communicate 
with our alumni in the future? 
How will alumni communicate with 
the college?
 Advances in technology 
have changed everything. 
Historically we have 
communicated with our 
alumni through mailings 
and phone calls. Today’s 
alumni, especially those who have 
graduated from Dordt College in the last 
ten years, use e-mail, Facebook, MSN 
Messenger, LinkedIn, Twitter, and cell 
phones. We’re fi nding that more and more 
of our alumni are canceling their land lines 
and relying on cell phones. We can only 
guess at what we will use in another ten 
years. 
 Th e Dordt College Alumni Council 
spent a signifi cant amount of time talking 
about these questions at their semi-annual 
meetings in the past year. As a result, the 
alumni offi  ce is encouraging the 
college to expand the ways it 
communicates. Th e college will 
still mail and call to let you 
know about alumni events in 
various regions of the country, 
but we’ll also send e-mail 
announcements. We’ve been 
keeping alumni up-to-date on 
news at Dordt via the Alumni 
Online Newsletter for a few 
years already. In the future we 
also hope to post events on 
our new Facebook fan page.
      Yes, we do have a Dordt 
College fan page for those 
who use Facebook. Anyone can be a fan 
and receive postings on what’s happening 
at Dordt College. You can sign up at 
http://www.facebook.com/DordtCollege. 
LinkedIn is a network of alumni who 
list job postings and job referrals. You 
can also network with other alumni 
professionals on LinkedIn. Anyone 
can join at http://www.linkedin.com/
groups?gid=47916&trk=myg_ugrp_ovr. 
Th e Dordt College athletics department 
regularly posts updates on Twitter. If you’d 
like to follow them you can do this at 
http://twitter.com/dcathletics.
Interested in an alumni online 
directory? Only alumni can get access to 
this information by registering as part of 
this community at alumniconnections.
com/dordt. It’s a great way to submit notes 
on what’s happening in your career and 
family, too. 
What can you do? Stay in touch with 
the alumni offi  ce by helping us keep your 
contact information up-to-date. If your 
e-mail address or phone number changes, 
if you get a new cell phone number, or 
if you move to a new location, please let 
us know. You can stay in touch with us 
through the alumniconnections.com/dordt 
site, e-mail alumni@dordt.edu, or phone 
712-722-6028 with any changes.
Staying linked in through changing times 
Wes Fopma
In addition to the LinkedIn site for assistance in networking with other 
Dordt College alumni, we are trying 
to help alumni and new grads in their 
job search. I have been working with 
Director of Career Services Chris De 
Jong to help new grads in this diffi cult 
economic time. If a new grad or an 
alumnus is interested in relocating to a 
specifi c area, we are willing to forward 
their resume via e-mail to alumni who 
might be able to assist them. Recently, 
a new grad expressed interest in 
moving to British Columbia. Because of 
our contacts there we were able to help 
this graduate fi nd a position with a fi rm 
operated by an alumnus.
 The alumni offi ce is also willing to 
assist new grads and alumni in fi nding 
housing or even a church contact when 
moving to a new area. Feel free to 
contact me if you fi nd yourself in one of 
these situations. alumni@dordt.edu
 The alumni offi ce can be your link 
to Dordt College and the thousands 
of alumni scattered throughout North 
America and the world. Please join us 
and stay linked in.
traditional networking
In July, six friends from the class of 1999 and their spouses met in Breckenridge, CO to celebrate a ten 
year reunion of college roommates.  Th ey enjoyed a great weekend of catching up and looking forward 
to the next ten years.   From Left  to right: Dave and Lynae Dreessen, Sioux Falls, SD; Matt and Kristin 
Mellema, Orange City, IA; Mike and Tara Fransman, Pella, IA; Wiebe and Johnna Van Der Hoek, Bur-
lington, WA; Brent and Brenda Kooiman, Sioux Center, IA; Eric and Kelly Van Groningen, ripon, CA.
D I S T I N G U I S H E D  A L U M N I  P r O F I L E
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Dr. Christiaan Teeuwsen’s love for the organ developed while he was growing up in a 
Dutch-Canadian immigrant 
community with a history 
of valuing passionate and at 
times dramatic organ playing. 
Already a church organist when 
he came to Dordt, his organ 
skills grew under the tutelage 
of Dr. Joan Ringerwole. He 
even had an opportunity to visit some of the 
historic organs of Europe in the Netherlands 
and Germany as a student. For the most part, 
though, his priority as an undergraduate was 
playing soccer rather than playing organ. 
Today, Teeuwsen has played and has been 
recorded playing some of those same historic 
organs in Europe. And as an organ instructor, 
he finds himself repeating some of the things 
his teachers said to him in earlier years.
He recalls Dr. Ringerwole’s concern that 
soccer would hurt his hands or feet and 
jeopardize his organ playing—and that it 
took too much time from his practicing. 
During his junior year his music professors 
told him he should consider spending more 
time practicing if he wished to continue as 
an organ major. By his senior year he did, 
committed at that point to getting into a 
master’s program at the University of Iowa.
Returning to campus this September as 
one of three Distinguished Alumni, Teeuwsen 
says he still feels the same sense of being “at 
home” that he felt as he waved goodbye to 
his parents in the fall of 1976, when they 
delivered him and two of his St. Catharines, 
Ontario, buddies to college. Even though 
he’d never visited Dordt before he arrived as 
a freshman, he had felt immediately that it 
would be good for him. And it was.
Teeuwsen still tries to practice two to three 
hours a day, when he can squeeze it between 
his lessons and choir directing and teaching. 
His advice to budding organists? 
“It must be about the music, not yourself,” 
he says. “Be daring and willing to blow it, 
don’t worry about how you look and sound, 
and make sure there are some little surprises. 
The organ is too big an instrument to just play 
carefully.”
Today Teeuwsen teaches at Redeemer 
University College, an hour from where he 
grew up, and he is organist and director of 
music at McNab Presbyterian Church in 
Hamilton, Ontario. He has recorded four 
organ CDs (see box) and performs regularly 
in North America and beyond. For the past 
several summers, he’s been actively involved 
with Lutheran Summer Music Academy and 
Festival, a four-week residential training and 
performance program. Each summer, more 
than 150 band, orchestra, choir, and keyboard 
students from the U.S. and abroad gather 
at Luther or St. Olaf or Gustavus Adolphus 
College. Teeuwsen teaches twenty or so organ 
students each summer.
“There is growing interest in the organ 
again,” he says, noting that after twenty years 
of having organs built primarily in concert 
halls instead of churches, the pendulum is 
swinging back. Some churches that have 
never had organs are building them, while 
others are updating old but valuable ones. 
He believes that the pendulum swing is not 
happening in as many Reformed churches 
yet as in Lutheran, Anglican, and Methodist 
churches—just as it took them longer to 
embrace “praise and worship” twenty years 
ago.
“Some children have never heard the 
instrument before and are fascinated,” he says. 
When he plays in church, kids regularly come 
up to the organ after the services.
 “Three-year-olds come to the organ and 
their parents at first tell them not to touch, 
but I invite them to play. I even pass out CDs 
to them from the boxes of complimentary 
ones I get. I had one child come up a couple 
of months after I gave him a CD and ask if I’d 
play ‘track four’.” 
Teeuwsen admits that it took meeting 
Dutch organist Klaas Bolt of the Sweelinck 
Conservatory in Amsterdam to push his love 
for the organ to the level of passion. Following 
a visit from Bolt to the University of Iowa 
during his master’s program years, Teeuwsen’s 
instructor, Delores Bruch, attached two pieces 
from his master’s recital to a recording she 
was sending Bolt. Bolt, known for his hymn 
playing and improvisations, wrote Bruch 
back, suggesting that Teeuwsen might like to 
study with him in Amsterdam. 
“That was when I really began to work 
hard,” Teeuwsen says. He even felt exonerated 
when Bruch told him at one point that his 
soccer playing may have contributed to his 
agility on the pedals. He graduated from 
the Conservatory with the Solo Diploma 
in Organ. While there, he also served as 
the assistant organist to Bolt at the Grote of 
Sint Bavokerk, one of the Netherlands’ great 
historic churches. 
After several summers devoted to 
teaching and inspiring budding organists, 
Teeuwsen plans to spend time recording at 
the keyboards of historic Dutch organs again 
next summer.
“It feels a bit like going back to the 
eighteenth century at times,” he says of his 
time at the console in Aa Kerk or St. Bavo—
except that there are electric blowers instead 
of four buddies working the bellows.” He 
typically will spend four days and nights 
practicing and then a couple of nights 
recording—nights because the churches 
aretset in the middle of the town square, and 
noises from vehicles and sirens intrude on the 
recording.
“I hardly noticed that I needed sleep,” he 
recalls of one such week. “I’d break for coffee 
and sleep a little when I really needed it, but 
mostly I just practiced for hours and hours 
each day.” After the recording session comes 
exhaustion.
“It’s an amazing experience to play on 
an organ that Bach could have played,” 
says Teeuwsen, admitting that for a North 
American organist it can be tough to come 
home, knowing there are no such instruments 
here.
Bethany (Hedstrom, ’04) and Joshua (’04) 
Kapteyn of Hettinger, North Dakota, announce 
the birth of John Herman. He was born on May 29, 
2009 in Cobourg, Ontario.
Jordan and Julie (Veenstra, ’04) Hoogland 
welcomed Sydney Grace on May 14, 2009.  She 
joins Brooklyn (2).
Kyle (’04) and Katie (Hoekstra, ’04) Van 
Arendonk of Baltimore, Maryland, welcomed 
Anika Kate on August 3, 2009.
Daniel (’04) and Angela Oldenkamp announce 
the birth of Lillian Beth on May 22, 2009.  Dan 
works as an in-house claims counsel at CNA Surety 
in Chicago, Illinois. 
Karissa Stel (’05) and Eric Sjaarda of Sioux 
Center, Iowa, were married on May 2, 2009.  
Karissa works as a Dordt admissions counselor. 
Andrew (’05) De Young completed his master’s 
degree in English at St. Thomas University.  He 
spent a year working for a publishing company 
before starting his own publishing company, 
Replacement Press, with his wife Sarah (Versluis, 
’05).
Erin Piersma (’05) and Chris Fransman (’05) 
were married on July 4, 2009, in New Brighton, 
Minnesota. Erin recently graduated from the Mayo 
Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota, with a doctorate in 
physical therapy. She is employed by Mercy Medical 
Center in Clinton, Iowa. Chris is athletic director at 
Tri-State Christian School in Galena, Illinois.
Craig (’05) and Laura (Van Mersbergen, ’05) 
Peters of Denver, Colorado, announce the birth of 
Kamryn Lyn on November 22, 2008.
Melissa Drake (’05) completed her master’s of 
divinity degree at Drew Seminary in Madison, New 
Jersey. “I’m Pastor Melissa now, for two churches 
in Iowa, one with over 200 members, the other 
with about fifteen,” said Drake. “My favorite time 
is Sunday night—I host all the young people at my 
place for food and conversation.”
Tristan and Jamie (Smies, ’05) Schouten of 
Sheboygan, Wisconsin, announce the birth of Ellie 
Grace on June 30, 2009.
Myron (’05) Kamper received his doctorate 
in veterinary medicine from the University of 
California—Davis on June 12, 2009. He and his 
wife, Andrea (Van Wyk, ’05), moved to Tulare, 
California, where Myron works for Valley 
Veterinarians. Andrea works for First CRC of 
Visalia as the director of children’s ministries.
Andrew (’06) and Alicia (Mulder, ’06) 
Geleynse of Sioux Center, Iowa, announce the birth 
of Eli Josiah on March 31, 2009.
Marike Boerema (’06) and Andrew Mericle 
were married on March 21, 2009.  The couple lives 
in Mechanicsville, Virginia.
Andrea (Teerink, ’06) Kroese writes, “I have 
received my doctorate from Des Moines University 
in physical therapy this May. My husband and 
I plan to stay in the Des Moines area as I begin 
working for Millenium Therapy as a licensed 
physical therapist.”
Jeff Gutierrez (’06) completed his masters in 
arts and letters at Drew University and is currently 
working on a second master’s degree at Boston 
College in English and is a Writing Fellow His wife, 
Beth (Ochsner, ’06), completed her master’s in 
social work at Columbia University last spring. The 
couple lives in Boston, Massachusetts.
Linda Van Wyk (’07) has been teaching 
English at Kosin University in Busan, South 
Korea, for over a year. “I love it,” said Van Wyk 
recently. “I adore my students, and it’s been a lot 
of fun to teach them.”
Marcel Visser (’07) works as student life 
coordinator for the Creation Care Study 
Program—South Pacific. He spends the academic 
year in New Zeeland, with several weeks in Samoa. 
His job entails “constantly meeting people who 
are passionate about the same things that I am.” 
He hopes to one day work in a job involving 
international development.
Julie Ooms (’08) and Jessica Assink (’08) are 
both working on their master’s degrees in English 
at Baylor University in San Antonio.
Anna Venhuizen (’08) recently accepted a 
position at Grace Children’s Home in Henderson, 
Nebraska. Having previously worked as a high 
school Bible and social studies teacher at Central 
Wisconsin Christian School, Venhuizen is excited 
for the opportunity to now serve as care worker for 
juvenile delinquents.
rachel De Smith (’09) is working on her 
master’s degree at Creighton University, where she 
has an assistantship at the Center for Henry James 
Studies.








An organ is ‘too big to play carefully’
schnitger Orgel in der aa Kerk
Solo Organ CD Recording for V.O.F. 
Magadis Music Group, and Sosta 
Recordings (The Netherlands). 
Repertoire of the North German 
period. Groningen, the Netherlands. 
1992.
Bach meets Buxtehude
Solo Organ CD for SELAMAS, 
(The Netherlands). Works of 
Buxtehude and youthful works of 
J.S. Bach, recorded in Zutphen, the 
Netherlands. August 2001.
the Organ Works of georg Böhm
Recording for NAXOS April 2002—
REF 8.555.857 at the Bovenkerk in 
Kampen, the Netherlands.
Baroque Dances
This recording highlights a selection 
of dance music from 1550-1750 
written for keyboard and recorded on 
the Reil Organ in the Bovenkerk in 
Kampen, the Netherlands. 
For more information about 




It took only one high school course to convince Ron Blankespoor (’68) that he loved chemistry. In fact during the year 
between high school and college when—as 
was the expectation—he worked on the 
family farm, he bought a “programmed 
learning” chemistry textbook and worked 
his way through it. 
 “I figured I might as well keep on 
learning during that year,” he said. 
Blankespoor recalls that his parents 
expected him and all of his siblings to do 
well in their studies, but not that science 
was any more important than any other 
subject.  Yet Blankespoor and his brothers 
Gilbert and Harvey all became college 
science professors. The lone chemist in the 
family, he sometimes envies the fact that 
it was easier for them to talk with others 
about the biology research they were doing 
than it was for him to talk about organic 
chemistry. But it never dampened his 
enthusiasm for the teaching and research 
he’s done for almost four decades.
 Blankespoor’s lifetime of learning, 
teaching, and researching began in a few 
rooms in a small building (the original 
one-building Dordt campus) in Sioux 
Center, between the edge of town and a 
corn field. There he gained a rigorous and 
strong foundation upon which to build a 
career as a research scientist and teacher. 
 “I wandered into a classroom in which 
students were assembling and told them 
that this used to be a chemistry lab,” he 
says of his weekend return to campus. 
They looked a bit skeptical as they smiled. 
Now labs are in another building and 
significantly enhanced from those days. 
But the converted classroom still holds 
good memories. 
 Blankespoor is quick to credit his 
mentor, Dr. Russell Maatman, and Dr. Ed  
Geels, the other member of the chemistry 
department, with laying the foundation for 
his professional life. 
 “It was unusual for undergraduate 
students to be involved in research at that 
time,” he said. But working with Maatman 
was almost part of being a chemistry major 
then. Blankespoor started doing research 
the summer after his freshman year and 
continued with Maatman until graduation.
 Maatman had taught at the University 
of Mississippi and worked as a chemist in 
industry before coming to Dordt College. 
He brought with him grants that enabled 
him to continue his research on catalysts. 
He used the funds to pay his students to 
work with him during the summer. These 
grants, which began 
in 1963 and continued 
until 1981, gave 
Blankespoor and others 
like him invaluable 
learning and research 
opportunities.
       Blankespoor earned 
his Ph.D. in organic 
chemistry from Iowa State University. 
(It had to be some place relatively close 
to Dordt, since he’d fallen in love with 
someone a year behind him, he noted 
with a smile). He taught at the University 
of Wisconsin Oshkosh and Wake Forest 
University before moving to Calvin College 
in 1977. He currently holds the Brummel 
Chair in Organic Chemistry and has been 
honored both at Calvin and Wake Forest 
for exemplary teaching.
 Thanks to the Brummel Chair 
appointment, Blankespoor spends half of 
his time teaching and half researching. He 
enjoys both. He’s found that good teaching 
involves knowing your subject matter, 
being contagiously enthusiastic about what 
you’re teaching, staying organized, and 
having clear expectations of students. He’s 
grateful for the good students he’s been 
privileged to work with, acknowledging 
that he rarely gets students in organic 
chemistry who aren’t required to take the 
course. 
 “Students in the sciences need to be 
motivated,” he said. “Most who do well in 
their courses study on a regular basis rather 
than waiting until one or two nights before 
a test to master the material.”
 Blankespoor talks enthusiastically about 
his research, communicating the sense 
of satisfaction and joy and sometimes 
surprise that comes with it. Consciously 
choosing words that a non-science person 
would understand, his eyes light up as 
tells about one discovery made in his lab 
in which they discovered somewhat by 
accident a photochemical process that can 
be used to make an important type 
of organic compound—a process that, 
thanks to his published paper, is now 
being used by a perfume manufacturer 
in Switzerland and a research group at a 
university in the United States to make 
drugs. 
 As he reflected on his Dordt experience 
Blankespoor said that it was at Dordt that 
he first started thinking about how his 
Christian faith affected him as a budding 
scientist.
 “I came to understand that God not 
only gave us his inspired Word but also 
created a universe through which we can 
know him,” he said. “The Word and the 
Creation are not opposed to one another, 
and we don’t need to be afraid of reading 
his Creation.” That’s an important starting 
point for Blankespoor today too.
 “I feel strongly that the Bible calls us 
to be caretakers and not exploiters of 
creation,” he adds, noting his concern 
about the depletion of many of creation’s 
non-renewable resources. As a Christian 
scientist he believes the creation is also 
telling us how to take care of it and how 
not to use it.
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Kevin De Vries (’86) often tries to hire employees who have had a private college education.
 “They’re usually more well-rounded,” 
he says. He thinks Dordt does a good job of 
providing that kind of education and points 
to two of his employees as examples.  
 “They’re outstanding people.”
 De Vries, too, demonstrates the benefits 
of such an education. A psychology 
major, he is a businessman and lists two 
communication professors as the most 
influential people in his life during his 
college years.
 Today, De Vries is president of 
Exxel Pacific, one of the largest private 
construction companies in Washington state. 
Northwest Business Monthly has recognized 
Exxel Pacific as one of the most successful 
and best-run companies in western 
Washington. The company employs nearly 
120 people and mostly builds large mixed-
use facilities such as offices, hotels, living 
facilities, garages, and retail space. Working 
as a group of skilled professionals committed 
to high standards in their building practices 
makes daily work exciting and motivates 
them to continue to do well, says De Vries. 
 Exxel Pacific builds structures along the 
west coast, from San Diego to Las Vegas 
to Seattle. Most of its work comes from 
privately negotiated contracts 
that come  because of past 
work, says De Vries.
 “If you live by principles 
of integrity and honesty 
and treat people fairly, 
they tell others,” he says. 
For him, being a Christian 
businessman doesn’t mean 
putting fish symbols on his company logo 
but “walking his talk.”
  Acting with integrity doesn’t only mean 
doing good work and treating customers 
fairly, it also means treating employees well.
 “I try to create a company culture with 
the type of people that Dordt is good at 
producing—high integrity, committed, 
responsible, caring,” he says. He believes that 
to do that he needs to lead by example, just 
as his professors did for him. He particularly 
points to communication professors Drs. 
Daryl Vander Kooi and Charles Veenstra, 
who modeled care for their students.
 People respond to a healthy culture by 
being better employees, and they return that 
action to others around them, he believes, 
noting that even from a purely economic 
point of view, investing in employees pays. 
He tries to be flexible and compassionate 
with his employees’ needs in good and 
difficult times.
 De Vries’s business, communication, and 
psychology courses, as well as the range of 
other courses he took, gave him skills he 
uses every day in his work at Exxel Pacific, 
although when he left Dordt he thought he 
would go into a career in human resources in 
industry. An opportunity to go to Lynden for 
a couple of months turned into a permanent 
move, and a temporary job in construction 
turned into a partnership in which he now 
serves as president and CEO. His education 
also has prepared him for his work as an 
elder in his church and as a board member 
for a local Christian health care center.
 In talking to students, De Vries 
encouraged them to “dream high,” to 
consider entrepreneurial opportunities, and 
to never think they need to take a backseat 
because they haven’t graduated from a big 
university.
 “Dordt College has so much to offer 
young people,” he says, adding, “When you 
look back after being out for a time, you 
realize even more how much your education 
shaped you. And the people you meet will 
change your life.” 
 He’s appreciative of many other college 
experiences that shaped him in less tangible 
ways: North Hall with its residents from 
New Mexico, Ontario, Alberta, California, 
Iowa, and more; the maintenance women 
who cleaned the bathrooms and didn’t mind 
serving the young men who weren’t always 
so appreciative; a healthy environment in 
which to begin making adult choices.
 “Dordt offers an environment that 
encourages students to think about how they 
should live their lives as Christians,” he says.  
He makes no apologies for encouraging 
students in his church or those he meets to 
consider studying at Dordt College.
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